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PREFACE. 

Of the Church Catechism there exist explanations in vast 
yariety, and of the Order and Rite of Confirmation they are 
also sufficiently ahundant. Some reason may he justly asked 
for the appearance of an addition to their numher. The apo- 
logy now to he rendered is very trite on similar occasions, hut 
if just in its assertions, may he satisfactory for its purpose. 
It is that the author helieves that his own objects in these 
Lectures are useful, and moreover that they are not already 
elsewhere altogether proposed, at least in any well-known and 
generally accessible work. An attempt is here made to sup- 
ply a commentary brief in extent, strict in explanation, and it 
is trusted devotional in feeling, and also, if the expression may 
be used, in form. The form of Sermons or Parochial Lectures 
seems best adapted for bringing a subject to the notice of the 
members of the church at large, as in that shape we attempt 
to suit our addresses to persons at once of all ages and degrees 
of information. Explanations in a catechetical style how- 
ever enlarged, are apt to be disregarded by persons of maturer 
years, and are inconvenient for conve3ring other matter than 
mere elucidations of meaning. It is certain too that the young 
should be assisted to a precise grammatical understanding of 
the very words which they commit to memory. In this respect 
most existing commentaries seem defective, for in deeper at- 
tention to the main matter, that is, the ideas conveyed, they 
are apt to suppose the construction and nense of the language 
of the catechism and offices to be more readily perceptible, 
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than even to many grown up persons it really is. To sudi 
explanations are nearly related slight historical hints of the 
growth and force of expressions and usages. The author of 
these lectures in attempting to provide for these wants, has 
been guided by recollection of his own childish difficulties, 
and his more recent observations on the perplexities of the 
young. Young and old equally need to be exhorted and per- 
suaded that thcibaptismal vow, and the other matters of their 
first instruction, are the great and sufficient heads of know- 
ledge and practice for the whole conduct of Christian life. It 
is desirable therefore that there should exist.such a manual, 
as while both in bulk and style it is within the reading and 
apprehension of cliildren, may also bespeak the attention of 
Christians ripe in years and understanding. These latter 
objects, in addition to needful verbal explanations, have been 
the author's aim. His first purpose has been to fiimish what 
is called a running commentary on the "text of the Church 
Catechism and the Order of Confirmation, interspersed with 
such practical reflections as obviously present themselves, 
and he has made additions of such hortatory matter as ap- 
peared in closest connexion with the leading topics of the 
successive lectures, and also of general application. Theolo- 
gical questions, and indeed it should be said, many gospel 
truths, are for the most part here dwelt on, only just as far as 
the catechetical statements of them seem to require illus- 
tration, the design of the author being that these lectures 
should humbly accompany, and not pretend to supplant more 
important and complete publications. 



ON THE CHURCH CATECHISM. 



LECTURE I. 



THE CHRISTIAN COVENANT. 

Luke i, 4. 
** That thou mightest know the certainty of those things, 
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found to mean that he was going to furnish Theo- 
philus with full and sure written proofs of the 
matters which the disciple had already learned hy 
the ear, in which in fact he had been catechized. 
This teaching might not indeed have been carried 
on quite after our present plan of catechism, but 

B 
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the very words employed shew that at any rate 
there was a mode then in use of giving knowledge 
to beginners, by means of oral conversation ; and 
they are suitable, I trust, for heading this present 
attempt at making our first elements of Christian 
instruction better understood and remembered by 
hearers of every description. I hope it may be 
found advantageous for the young, and not unpro- 
fitable to a congregation at large, to take a view 
of the parts, the extent, the grounds, and the value 
of that knowledge to which they may in general 
have been introduced, but with which I believe 
that it is as generally possible for them to improve 
their acquaintance. I beg therefore your attention 
to what I wish to be a short and plain exposition 
of the Church Catechism. It is true that I am 
led to this attempt by what I regard as most ob- 
viously of use to a portion of my younger hearers ; 
but surely those of riper years and knowledge 
may also, and with benefit, join in looking at the 
ground-work of our common salvation — the first 
lines of the truth in Jesus. 

As was just now observed, the word catechism 
means such instruction as is termed oral, or by 
word of mouth. The name catechism was parti- 
cularly applied in the primitive church to the 
training given to converts from false religion, be- 



THE CHRISTIAN COVENANT. 3 

fore they were baptized into profession of the faith 
of Christ. While they were under teaching and 
preparation, they were called catechumens. These 
were of course, in the general way, persons who had 
previously been unbelievers, and had arrived at 
years of understanding. The children of believing 
parents were for the most part theUf as in Christ's 
catholic church at present, admitted to be baptized 
in their infency; and they received, when they 
were equal to it, the knowledge of the covenant 
into which they had entered. Our catechism is 
made to suit the case of the far greater portion of 
the young^r members of the church, that is, it re- 
gards them as already admitted to covenant with 
God in the holy sacrament of baptism ; but it fur- 
ther regards them as designed, like the catechumens 
of old, to declare and avow engagements for them- 
selves of their own wills and understandings. 
Confirmation, which among the, primitive converts 
was presently bestowed as the accomplishment 
of baptism, now follows at an interval, confesses 
and ratifies the vow, and supplies what was neces- 
sarily left behind in infancy . I have made this 
comparison between old and modem practices, 
just to shew that as fer as may fairly be, and 

allowing for altered circumstances, we are, as we 
ought, maintaining the original practice of the 
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church of Christ. Our catechism is thus become, 
according to its further title, an instruction to be 
learned of every person before he be brought to be 
confirmed by tjie Bishop. Confirmation to one 
portion of you is a design to be aimed at, to an- 
other portion, a trans^lction to be remembered. 

A catechism being thus meant for the necessary 
use of every one who makes profession of Christian 
faith, should contain the essentials from which no- 
thing can safely be left out. It should be as plain, 
simple, and short as possible, so that the abol^ 
main purpose is obtained, for it should convey 
just as much knowledge as is absolutely necessary 
for any one to possess, in order to be a rightly 
instructed Christian, whatever may be his years 
and powers of mind. It should give just the in- 
formation without which a person of age beyond 
childhood could not properly be admitted to the 
sacrament of baptism, or one who had thus been 
received into the church in infancy, solemnly pro- 
fess for himself the engagement formerly made in 
his name. It ought not to leave out any doctrine 
absolutely necessary to everlasting salvation, and 
therefore a rightly formed catechism will be not 
merely a brief exposition to be impressed on the 
minds and memories of the young and simple 
minded, but will be at the same time a ready, easy, 
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and comprehensive manual. of faith and practice to 
be fixed in the hearts of Christians of all ages and 
capacities. At baptism, the new made Christian 
is engaged to beh'eve and do whatever his profes- 
sion requires. These engagements a catechism 
must display, shortly indeed and in outline, yet in 
principle and substance completely. 

Let ijs notice what the engagements or require- 
ments are. In becoming members of Christ, we 
must first bring with us repentance — not that it is 
our own to offer, it is a gift of God with yrhich he 
enables us to come to himself. The renunciation of 
the world, the flesh, and the devil, promised for the 
infant by his sponsors, is the profession of repent- 
ance accepted in behalf of those who cannot with 
their own voice answer for themselves. The other 
promises and professions made at the same time, 
are those of faith and obedience, — the latter of 
which two principles springs from the former when 
duly imderstood. Repentance, faith, and obedi- 
ence taken together, make up the whole duty of a 
Christian. All his obligations may be brought 
under these three heads. It is however, further- 
more necessary, that when according to this division 
he has learned what he has to forsake, what to 
believe, and what to do, he should be acquainted 
with the means of fulfilling the plan, that is, that 
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I he should understand how man is to seek grace ^H 

I and help by the appointed use of prayer, and the ^H 

holy aacraments. At the conclusion of the bap- ^H 
tismol offices of our church, it is enjoined that ^H 
the child, as soon as able, is to learn the main ^| 
principles of faith, and duty, and grace, by being 
instructed in the creed, the ten commandments, 
and the Lord's prayer, and all other things which ^^ 
a Christian ought to know and believe to his ^H 
soul's health. In this exhortation, we at once ^H 
trace the corresponding branches of our church ^H 
catechism, which consists, first of an introduction ^H 
treating of the baptismal tow, or the admission ^| 
into the Christian coveoant, and therewith of re- ^H 
pentance and renunciation of sin, with the mention ^H 
of the other divisions, namely, faith, obedience, and ^H 
grace. These being carried out and enlarged on, ^^ 
form one after another, the second, third, and 
fourth parts of this comprehensive manual, and 
the questions on the sacraments may be regarded 
either as a fifth part, or as an addition or appendix 
to the whole, and more particularly to the fourth 
part, which treats of prayer as the means of seek-. 
ing grace. 

Having, as I trust, made it plain to you that the 
catechism notices all the first principles of our 
holy profession, and that though we may specially 
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fix it in our memories when young, it is a store- 
house of food for our souls through ail the years of 
our lives, I earnestly beg and hope your attention 
to such an exposition of it, as I am &in to believe 
at once plain and profitable for all my hearers. 
The first question proposed in our catechism to 
the learner of Christian truth is — ^What is your 
name ? We krow that the intended answer to this 
inquiry is not the name which according to custom 
we derive from our parents, but the farther name 
which anciently was given at baptism only, and in 
the greater part of cases is still given on that oc- 
casion. The catechism, taking the matter as it 
generally stands, and as the church regards that it 
ought to be with all, proceeds on the supposition 
that the learner was in his earliest days thus 
brought into the fold, and received the name, by 
which he was ever after to be known as Christ's 
soldier and servant. It was the practice among 
the nations of old, to bestow frequently new names 
on persons when they were entering into any re- 
markable change or fresh state of life, more espe- 
cially when they attained to fresh rank and privi- 
leges, or contracted new and lasting engagements. 
Baptism being properly regarded as tlie beginning 
of an entirely new condition of the whole man, 
and even when imperfectly understood, being yet 
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looked on at the very least as a solemn dedication 
of bim to the lasting and unalterable service of bis 
beavenly Master, was naturally marked out by feel- 
ing and usage, as tbe moment for fixing tbe name of 
tbe professed Cbristian. This is regarded as tbe 
real name, tbe other as an accidental addition. Tbe 
mention of tbe Christian name leads to tbe inquiry, 
Who gave you this name ? To which it is answered, 
My godfathers and my godmothers. Now as my 
present object is more to explain what I believe to 
be taught in tbe catechism, than to discuss disputed 
doctrines, or answer possible objections, I shall 
not now reason upon the institution of god-pa- 
rents or sponsors, fiirther than to notice, that as 
baptism represents, what by God*s gift takes place 
in itself, namely, a new birth, in which the soul is 
withdrawn from its state of nature, the church in 
some measure did for this reason, choose others 
than tbe natural parents to represent the child on 
his admission into a covenant at variance with the 
lot, in which he was bom into the world. You 
may also perceive that in tbe troubled, though 
holier days of the primitive church, when the lives 
of Christian professors were in danger, and their 
faith sorely tried, there was much need for multi- 
plying assurances, that children should be brought 
up according to the promises made in their names. 
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For this purpose, there was much value in pledges 
of attention to them, hy persons beyond their own 
families. The duties thus solemnly undertaken 
were carefully Mfilled. Though the church still 
keeps up its first practice, there may not appear 
to be in the present time that particular call of 
duty, which has just been mentioned ; but let us 
remember, that if God thinks fit thus to try, to 
chastise, or to purify his church, he may see need 
that it should again pass through the fires of per- 
secution; let us not therefore lightly regard the 
cautions and cares of holier men than ourselves, 
nor let us run the awful hazard of trifling with the 
name and vows of God. 

The fact that the Christian name of the baptized 
person is given by the godfathers and godmothers 
you may remember or see in the baptismal service, 
to which, in this and other points, the introductory 
part of the catechism continually bears reference. 
The answerer having stated that he received his 
Christian name from his godfiithers and godmothers, 
states further, that they gave it him in his baptism, 
when, as he goes on to say, he was made a mem- 
ber of Christ, the child of God, and an inheritor 
of the kingdom of heaven. These are solemn and 
important sayings. In considering them, we 
should do well to compare them with the expres- 
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sions of the same kind in the office of haptism, 
which, howeyer, are in all too many and various 
to be now brought forward. Let it be sufficient 
and satisfactory to look at the scriptural founda- 
tions of the terms employed in both places. Now 
though many baptized persons may never, after 
attaining years of discretion, shew themselves 
Christians in heart and deed, to a true and saving 
extent, yet all have made profession of the Chris- 
tian covenant ; and as this has been done according 
to Christ's institution, he is pleased that they 
should thus both receive present advantages and 
be put in the way of his further grace, and thus 
he allows them to be called by his name. St. 
Paul moreover says of Christians taken together, 
(and his words are to be regarded as applying to 
all who bear the name,) that they are the body of 
Christ, and members in particular, that is, that 
every individual Christian is a member of the body, 
of which Christ himself is the head. Any one, 
who has been admitted into covenant with Christ, 
and is thus gifted with certain advantages, be they 
more or less, about which points of nature and 
degree we do not now stop minutely to inquire, is 
thus hi made of one body with Christ, and is en- 
titled to be called a member of him, who is the 
great head over all his church. The person, who 



THE. CHRISTIAN COVENANT. 11 

is made a member of Christ in any degree, be- 
comes at the same time and in corresponding de- 
gree, the child of God. It is true, that in one 
sense, God is the Father of his whole creation, 
and of all beings brought into existence, and in 
this world, it may of mankind in particular be 
said, that we are all his offspring. But besides 
the being which we derive from God, we have a 
principle in our nature, which comes to us from an 
utterly contrary source, even from the origin of all 
evil, the children of which, in this respect, we all 
im&ilingly are bom : now, imion with Christ, the 
only special and eternal Son of God, has the effect 
of breaking our natural connexion with the enemy 
of God and goodness, and of putting us in our 
degree in like condition with our Redeemer him- 
self, enabling us both naturally and spiritually to 
be as before our lost estate, purely and perfectly 
children of our heavenly Father. To as many as 
receive him, Christ gives power to become the sons 
of God, even to them that believe on his name. 
In entering into covenant with our Saviour, we 
receive the spirit of adoption, through which we 
are enabled to call God our Father. 

But moreover, along with this new and clear 
relationship, we are admitted to new and glorious 
privfleges, we are made inheritors of the kmgdom 
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of heaven — ^for being children of God, what 
follows ? — ^Why, " if children, then we are heirs, 
heirs of God, and joint heirs with Christ." When 
he receives us, we become, as it is elsewhere said, 
heirs of the kingdom which he has promised. 

Yon are requested to receive, for the present, 
these references to scripture as pointing out the 
source and the meaning of the graces and privi- 
leges, which the church in her catechism and else* 
where asserts to be granted to those who in baptism 
duly take on them the name of Christ. I wish 
at present to confine myself as much as possible 
to the language of the church ; to say tcJiat it is, 
rather than contend for one or other special inter- 
pretation and doctrine. In the course of these 
remarks, it will be my duty to declare, and as I 
trust, in charity and to edification, certain con- 
victions of truth on some of the steps in the work 
of final salvation, about which all believers do not 
think alike; but till the due season for such a 
declaration, let me be regarded as merely, or rather 
chiefly y aiming at making it better known what is 
thus taught us, than why the doctrine is maintain- 
ed. In doing this, it may be reckoned indeed, 
that my own sentiments will plainly appear, and 
I would not for a moment suppress or disguise 
them ; but I conceive, that when we shall both 
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have gone through the terms of the haptismal 
vow, and approach the conclusion of the whole 
catechism, I shall be able more simply and dis- 
tinctly to lay before you just persuasions of the 
doctrine and effects of our being thus dedicated 
to Christ. 

It having been already stated by whom our 
names were given, and what we were made in 
baptism, the next question is, What did your 
godfathers and godmothers then for you? And 
the general answer, before going into particulars, 
is — they did promise and vow three things in my 
name. What they did for us, means the same as 
what they did in our names. Not what they did 
of themselves, in regard to us, but what they did 
instead of us, as representing us, in fact what 
we are to be regarded as having done through 
them. Now here I might be expected to enter 
into the question of infant baptisin, and that of 
the admission of sponsors or sureties for those 
who cannot, with their own reason and speech, 
answer for themselves ; but, (as I said just now,) 
it seems more convenient to defer argument till 
explanation is finished ; and let it be hoped, that 
though we may not yet be appearing to convince 
the gainsayers, yet that which falls b,y the way, 
may tend to administer what is good to the use 
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of edifying. Regard me again as for the present 
merely explaining, and go with me hack from the 
catechetical instruction to the haptismal office. 
We are taught that the first thing which our god- 
parents promised for us was — that we should re- 
nounce the devil and all his works, the pomps and 
vanity of this wicked world, and all the sin^ 
lusts of the flesh ; secondly, they promised that 
we should helieve all the articles of the Christian 
faith ; and thirdly, that we should keep Ood*s 
holy will and commandments, and walk in the 
same all the days of our lives. These things they 
promised and vowed for us, that is, toe did so by 
them. Now at haptism, the priest declares to the 
sponsors as follows : — '* this infant must faithfriUy 
promise hy you that are his sureties, (until he 
come of age to take it upon himself,) that he will 
renounce the devil and all his works, and con- 
stantly helieve God's holy word, and ohediently 
keep his commandments.** He then proceeds to 
demand of the godfathers and godmothers — " Dost 
thou, in the name of this child, renounce the 
devil and all his works, the vain pomp and glory 
of the world, with all covetous desires of the 
same, and the carnal desires of the flesh, so that 
thou wilt not follow, nor he led hy them." They 
answer in the child's name — " I renounce them 
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all." He then receives from them for the child a 
profession of faith in all the articles of the Apos- 
tie's Creed, with a declaration of readiness to be 
baptized according to it, and afterwards demands 
fbr the child through them — "Wilt thou then 
obediently keep God*s holy will and command- 
ments, and walk in the same all the days of thy 
life?" The reply for the child is— "I will." 
Let me ask you favourably to receive this some- 
what lengthened comparison between the cate- 
chism and service for baptism. To the young 
learner of Christian principles, it ought to be 
made fuUy known that the after instruction pro- 
ceeds on the grounds first laid down for him, 
when he was brought to Christ. There may be 
those of riper years, to whom it may be profitable 
to look back to that foundation, and to notice how 
it is ordered that we should be built up in corres- 
pondence and agreement with it. Those to whom 
these considerations are easy and &miliar, will 
not, I should hope, be wearied by keeping their 
attention on matters of lasting use, and will in 
meekness and charity be contented to be, as it 
were, fed like children, if they believe that by 
their thus submitting themselves to partake such 
food, a benefit may better be administered to those 
who are at the same time babes both in years and 
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in Cbrist. On candidates for confirmation, I ui^e 
their careful study of the baptismal office, and on 
every Christian, that the whole duty of life is com- 
prehended in the fulfilment of his baptismal vow. 
Now in the three things vowed in baptism, and 
recounted in the catechism, we see one after an- 
other the three requisites to complete the Chris- 
tian — repentance, £uth, obedience. With the first 
two, we must come to the water of baptism ; it is 
accordingly asked whether we do^ even at that 
time renounce the devil, the world, and the flesh ; 
and whether we do believe all the great truths re- 
specting our Maker, our Redeemer, our Sanctifier, 
and the rest of the doctrine of salvation. The 
third promise, that of obedience, must evidently 
belong to the time to come after baptism, the in- 
tention of it is all that can be brought to the ad- 
mission to that sacrament, the performance remains 
a lasting obligation. We shall soon see how the 
catechism classes and teaches the leading principles 
of faith and practice. In the mean time, let us 
pursue this introduction. After stating the three 
parts of the vow in baptism, the learner is asked 
— ''Dost thou not think that thou art boimd to 
believe and to do as they, (that is the godfathers 
-and godmothers,) promised for thee." It is an- 
swered — "Yes, verily, and by God's help so I 
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will, and I heartily thank our heavenly Father, 
that he hath called me to this state of salvation, 
through Jesus Christ our Saviour. And I pray 
unto God to give me his grace, that I may continue 
in the same, unto my life's end." Now we may 
be regarded as bound to what was promised for us 
— firstly, as we are bound to fulfil what was en- 
gaged for us in our name, by those who had power 
to act for us ; and secondly, because from the very 
nature of the thing, we cannot receive the benefits 
of the covenant, unless its terms be complied 
with. Though I purpose to speak further on the 
first of these reasons, that is the power of our 
sureties to oblige us, it will not be yet awhile, for 
causes already mentioned ; but the latter principle, 
namely the plain fact, that without repentance, 
faith, and obedience, we cannot inherit the king- 
dom of God and his Christ, is at once so plain and 
beyond dispute, that we all can at once see and 
say, thus we must do, if we would enter into eter- 
nal life. Well then may the young Christian be 
taught to say "yes, verily," in answer to the ques- 
tion of his obligation to believe and act according to 
the baptismal vow. And here the catechism breaks 
off for a while from distinct reference to that vow 
and office, and the learner is led to acknowledge 
that it is by God's help alone, he can keep the 

c 
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promises made in his name. He has afaready seen 
what is required for being a Christian. He is in- 
formed of the b^inning, which has been ordained 
for him according to &ith and holiness, and he is 
now taught to look for the aid, by which the good 
work that has been b^un in him may be carried 
on and perfected. Haying been made a child of 
Gods he is enabled to speak of his heavenly Father ^ 
and prompted to thank him with all his heart, that 
he is put in the way of escape from his natural 
lost estate, and of being saved through Christ. 
Brethren, consider carefully what is meant here by 
being called to that state of salvation, in which it 
is implied that we are placed by due admission to 
baptism. It cannot mean, that there then is im- 
parted an unqualified and enduring certainty of 
entering into the joys of heaven, for then there 
would not have been any need of prayer for con- 
tinuance in that state. However highly the 
church rates the spiritual graces conveyed at bap7 
tism, it does not claim among them the necessary 
gift of such an unfailing assurance. The word 
salvation must not here be taken to mean more 
than an immediate release from previous condem- 
nation, and a further capability of being finally 
saved, or the fact of having been brought witliin 
the plan by which God has chosen that his grace 
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should in ordinary cases operate. A step in the 
road may be taken by those who go not the whole 
way. After the ascension of our Lord, the gift of 
the Holy Ghost, and the miracles of Peter and 
John, the Lord was adding daily to the church 
such as should be saved, that is, (as with careful 
thought, I am convinced,) all those who repented 
and were baptized in the name of Jesus Christ, 
and were placed in right progress towards salva- 
tion ; but even among these thus called such as 
should be saved, were they who fell back to the 
world, and through its temptations had their hearts 
filled by Satan to lie to the Holy Ghost. The 
state of salvation of which the catechism speaks is 
in the case of those who reach riper years, only 
the road towards salvation in the full sense of that 
blessed word; but with salvation thus in view 
merely rather than in fixed possession, great is 
our cause for thankfulness, and when for this ex- 
tent of grace we pour forth our hearts in gratitude 
to our heavenly, our reconciled Father, it must be 
in and through him by whom we have access to his 
throne, Jesus Christ, who being the Son of God, 
is willing to be the Saviour of men, who has 
wrought our redemption from evil, has taught us to 
put £Edth in his name and his work, and has bidden 
us keep his commandments, that we may abide in 
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his love. For grace so to abide and for persever- 
ance to the end, we have to pray and use other 
appointed means. In these means, the catechism 
instructs us, after it has drawn the outline of faith 
and obedience. I repeat 'therefore, that this ma- 
nual of first instruction is readily to be distinguished 
into four divisions, — first, of the baptismal vow 
in general, and more particularly of the change 
from a state of nature to a state of grace : se- 
condly, of faith or belief — and this is summed up 
in the Apostle's Creed : thirdly, of obedience, the 
laws of which are in the ten commandments, when 
largely and spiritually understood : fourthly, the 
means of grace, which are prayer and the sacra- 
ments. The sacraments may stand indeed as an 
additional or fifth section. 

On the first of these divisions, I have now 
addressed you — on the others in turn, if you will 
continue attention, you will find me speaking. 
I wish to pursue simple explanation, with as 
little as may be of debate and discussion. It 
does indeed seem to me, that in some points, I 
ought in the end to be clearer and fuller in asser- 
tion of doctrine than I shall probably appear to 
make myself, while beginning to comment and en- 
large on the expressions of the short but venerable 
body of instruction, to which I am directing your 
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attention. Such matters, however, will as I trust 
be fairly noticed before the close. 

Brethren! I am speaking to you of childish 
things. Be it so, — for in such is the kingdom of 
heaven. It is true that as we grow in years on 
earth, tjiere are childish things which we put away, 
but far greater are the childish things which we 
ought to keep, or if lost, must recover. If there 
be those among you, who in the first dawn of 
their lives, were duly vowed to the profession and 
service of Christ, but who since have sadly strayed 
amidst the ways, and the sins, and the woes of the 
world ; oh may they find how blessed a thing it is, 
that even for them there is a Saviour, through whose 
means they may be converted, become as little 
children, and enter into the kingdom of heaven. 
And if the young and inexperienced could read 
and understand the heart that is either hardened 
in sin, stung by remorse, or softened by repent- 
ance, then would they know and feel, that blessed 
are they who have held the first profession of their 
faith without wavering; that blessed are they 
who abide by the guide of their youth, and the 
covenant of their God ; that blessed are they who 
keep innocency, for thus shall they have peace at 
the last. 
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Acts viii, 36, 37. 

*' And as they went on their way, they came unto a certain 
water, and the eunuch said, See, here is water ; what doth 
hinder me to be baptized ? And Philip said. If thou believest 
with all thine heart, thou mayest. And he answered and said, 
I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of Ood." 

The treasurer of Candace, Queen of the Ethi- 
opians, was not a mere ignorant heathen, at the 
time that the Holy Spirit brought him under the 
complete and saving instruction of Philip the 
Deacon and Evangelist. He had been to worship 
at Jerusalem, and was earnestly studying the 
deeper matters of God's then written word. He 
did indeed need an interpreter, and his want was 
graciously supplied by the gift of one who ex- 
pounded to him the way of life more perfectly, 
and preached to him Jesus, of whom the prophet 
spake. I just mention his previous progress in the 
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Jews' religion, in order to shew that he is not pro- 
perly to be called a Gentile convert; so that Corne- 
lius the centurion may stand clear, as peculiarly the 
first gathering unto Christ from the heathen world, 
but I would draw special attention to his own re- 
ception of the truth, in that it was sealed by bap- 
tism, before which an open declaration of his faith 
was required and made. Having expressed his 
belief that Jesus was the Son' of God, he was 
baptized in the name of his Saviour, and then 
went on his way rejoicing, removed indeed from 
our further knowledge, but under the eye of his 
God, to whom, as we trust, he even now liveth. 
This event was probably about only four years 
after the crucifixion and ascension of our Lord. 
We see from it, that a profession of faith was thus 
early required before admission to baptism, and 
likewise what was the substance of that profession. 
Baptism itself was undoubtedly administered ac- 
cording to Christ's own direction and words, — " In 
the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghost." We judge from early Christian 
writers, that all, or nearly all, the previous avowal 
of faith, generally required in the first ages, to be 
at the time of baptism openly made by the can- 
didates for that holy sacrament, was that they be* 
liev^d in the Three Persons of the Godhead, in 
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whose name it was conferred. For the sake of 
impressing and keeping in view the special part of 
God the Son in the work of man's salvation, and 
the peculiar relationship between the word that 
was made flesh, and those whose nature he assum- 
ed, it became the practice, but not everywhere in 
the same way, to join with the assertion of faith in 
the co-equal and co-eternal Three, some particular 
and leading points of the actions and suiFerings of 
Jesus Christ, whose name those to be baptized were 
to bear, and in whose body they were to be incor- 
porated. The employment of creeds, symbols, or 
articles of faith, appears then to have accompanied 
from the first the administration of baptism itself, 
and it is plainly natural, that they who embraced 
Christianity, should make a clear and satisfactory 
declaration that they knew what they were under- 
taking. As long as there was no dispute as to 
what belief in Jesus taught and required, a simple 
avowal of that belief was enough to be received 
from those who were ready to enlist under his 
name — the further rehearsal of his deeds of infinite 
love for man aimed at stamping that faith with 
the character of heartfelt thankfulness — but in 
course of time need arose, not only that the heart 
should be prompted, but also that the head should 
be guided. God allowed that variety in receiving 
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his own word, should be the trial of man's spirit 
and inclination. There were those who would not 
be contented with the form of sound words, those 
who perplexed and corrupted the simplicity of the 
truth. The nature of God, the work of Christ, the 
condition of man, all furnished matters for dispute, 
so that the faith once delivered to the saints could 
not be allowed to rest for silent adoption, but of 
necessity was brought forward, and declared, and 
confessed by the mouth of the believer. Thus it 
is, that from very early times, creeds, and confes- 
sions, and articles of faith, have necessarily sprung 
up, and as we are persuaded, have rightly been 
maintained, in the church of Christ. They are 
therefore in a great measure to be regarded as a 
careful statement in accordance with scripture, on 
those points, on which at some time or other, dif- 
ference of opinion has disturbed the peace of the 
church, and severed the Christian fellowship of its 
members. The points thus asserted in them will 
generally be found to be the avowal of some truth 
that has been misrepresented or contradicted. 
This very fact is an argument why we should not 
slight their use, even when time and change, or 
rather negligence, may in some respects have made 
their meaning obscure, and removed their first 
purpose from instant apprehension. They rose up 
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from real occasions. Such occasions may therefore 
come again : and then we should probably discern 
the wisdom and value of the provisions against 
them. Let me not weary you, brethren, while I 
thus speak after the manner of men. I would 
however deal with the matter, not as if it were 
merely of man's wisdom, but as a disciple, who is 
reaching to the full truth in Christ. We require 
most assuredly, creeds and forms of belief, but 
their use may humble us, while it instructs us, for 
our need of them has been greatly created by our 
evil passions, our ignorance, our pride, and our 
discord. 

Having thus briefly considered the origin, na- 
ture, and use of creeds or confessions of faith, let 
us renew attention to the church catechism, in 
which, after the statement of the baptismal pro- 
mises of repentance, faith, and obedience, after 
seeing what it is to be changed from children of 
wrath to children of God, and the necessity of 
continual grace for perseverance in our calling, it 
is directed to the learner — " Rehearse the articles 
of thy belief." He is now to enter into the par- 
ticulars of the second vow and promise made in 
his name, the engagement that he should believe 
all the Articles of the Christian Faith. These 
Articles are essentially and conveniently contained 
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and taught in the summary known under the name 
of the Apostle's Creed, which name it is some- 
times supposed to have obtained, £uniliarly, but, 
as some may choose to think, not accurately, 
because an opinion once prevailed that it was 
composed by the Apostles themselves. For this 
opinion there may not be entirely proper foun- 
dation ; the name however abides, but from the 
mere name, we do not claim certain authority. 
The title of the Creed to our reception, whatever 
name may be given it, rests on its agreement with 
the truth as taught by the Apostles, that is with 
the written word of God himself. This Creed is 
of longer and more general use than any other, 
as a first and leading profession of faith, for which 
purposes it has the advantages beyond others, of 
being at once short, simple, and comprehensive. 
To fiome of you, it may be new and not uninter- 
esting to be told, that this Creed appears to have 
been gradually put together at successive times, 
as the expression of its doctrines was needed, and 
to have been brought to its present completeness 
about four hundred years after our Saviour's ap- 
pearance on earth ; that at first it was applied at 
public baptism, and on certain solemnities ; and 
at length formed part of the daily service of the 
church. 



28 THE CHURCH CATECHISM. 

All the points mentioned in this form of belief 
are the articles of the Christian faith spoken of in 
the catechism. The whole number is evidently 
considerable, but as some of the same kind may 
be readily classed together, several of the principal 
writers on the subject have distributed them into 
twelve heads, of which they have separately and 
largely treated. As the present is an aim at lay- 
ing before you merely a comprehensive view, and 
by no means a full inquiry, it seems in this respect 
enough to observe, that in the first instance we 
may make two main branches of the Creed ; one, 
that which avows feuth in the three persons of the 
Godhead, as mentioned in order ; the other, that 
which taking man from the time of his becoming 
a member of the church below, goes along with 
him till he is secured in the possession of life 
everlasting. 

The declaration of faith in the Holy Trinity has 
obviously a three-fold division, under the second 
head of which are brought the peculiar distinctions 
of Jesus Christ in his human nature. You may 
therefore regard the words in which you have been 
taught to* declare your belief, as proceeding in the 
following plan. In the beginning, you avow faith 
in God, in which avowal you mention, first, God 
the Father, with some of his special attributes ; 
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secondly^ God the Son, with his two-fold nature, 
and peculiar works ; thirdly, God the Holy Ghost. 
Then are hrought in as a distinct class of arti- 
cles, some of the graces and gifts firom the entire 
Godhead, obtained for man by him who wrought 
the work of redemption and salvation. The Creed, 
you must bear in mind, brings forward just as 
much of God's nature and our own, as occasion 
required, and we are convinced, that when rightly 
discerned and professed, it embraces all the essen- 
tials of a saving faith. In observing on its articles, 
I shall merely try to explain what to the unin- 
structed may be obscure, to shew order, connexion, 
and propriety, when at first they may escape notice, 
and shall not attempt argument, unless on those 
points, the introduction and appearance of which 
may require to be accounted for by reasoning. 

He who professes his faith by using the words of 
this Creed, begins by saying, " I believe in God 
the Father Almighty, Maker of Heaven and 
Earth." Here might be occasion, if it were judged 
suitable, to reason, or discourse at large, on the 
being, nature, and works of God, but such, as I 
have made you aware, is not my present design. 
All that from these words comes within my plan, 
is to draw notice to the full sense of one or two 
terms here employed. God is the Father of all 
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beings, inasmuch as he is the author of -them all, 
and this respect is indeed included in the present 
application of the word. In this way he is spoken 
of, sometimes in the Old Testament, but continu- 
ally by Jesus and his Apostles. Thus too, in 
prayer, we are taught to address him as our hea- 
venly Father ; and thus by the scriptures of the 
new covenant, we are led to a further and stronger 
sense in his bearing relationship to us, as we are 
his children through Christ. To this sense we are 
also in the Creed to have regard : but the great 
cause for here employing the word. Father, is be- 
cause it is expressive of God's eternal nature, 
independently of all created existences ; it declares 
him to be God the Father, in relation to God the 
Son. It is 'indeed, because he is the Father of 
the Lord Jesus Christ, that in the New Testament 
he is so frequently spoken of as the parent of all 
creation, for by the very name in which he stands 
specially related to the Only Begotten, we are led 
to remember that in another sense, we are all his 
children. We say we believe in Him, as the ma- 
ker of heaven and earth, that is, of all existences 
whatever, that ever were or can be, apart from his 
own eternal uncreated nature. The words heaven 
and earth, thus taken together, were employed 
among* the Hebrews to express the whole universe. 
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both of matter and mind ; so that we thus declare 
Hun the maker, not merely of the place where his 
glory is displayed, and of the worlds of the firma- 
ment, as well as of this our dwelling place, but of 
every shape of existence through the range of 
space and eternity. 

The Christian then proceeds thus to declare his 
faith in the second person of the Godhead. ''And 
in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who 
was conceived by the Holy Ghost, bom of the 
Virgin Mary; suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, dead and buried ; he descended into 
hell ; the third day he rose again from the dead, 
he ascended into heaven, and sitteth at the right 
hand of God the Father Almighty ; from thence 
he shall come to judge the quick and the dead." 
I have recited these words to you, familiar though 
they are to your ears, that you may have at once 
more clearly in your minds, that they altogether 
form but one single sentence, in the first member 
of which are mentioned the name, and great points 
of the nature, of Him to whom the whole belongs, 
and in the remainder is a string of further particu- 
lars. As my remarks will be confined to what 
seems to me likely to require explanation to the 
minds of some of you, they may appear wanting 
in connexion and impressiveness, but be patient 
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with me, I beseech you, if there be a hope that 
from what I may say, any of you may in the end 
repeat with better understanding and truer feel- 
ing, this daily profession of your faith. 

The Son, inasmuch as he is God, is the eternal 
Jehovah ; but to us, he has made himself specially 
known as the man Jesus Christ, Jesus the Saviour, 
Christ the anointed, or, what has the same meaning 
as anointed, the Messiah of God, the great prophet, 
priest, and king. He is our Lord, for so he came 
to be. He found us when we had separated our- 
selves from our maker, and had ceased to be his 
possession, further than that we were abandoned to 
the consequences of his wrath. By reason of our 
sins, the claim over us had passed into other hands, 
and only by atonement for sin was there for us a 
way of salvation. Jesus paid the price for us, even 
the sacrifice of his own blood, and thus acquired 
us to himself as a peculiar possession, so that 
thenceforth we might belong, not to ourselves, but 
to the Lord who bought us. 

There is no need here to dwell on his miraculous 
conception and birth, which are so plainly and de- 
cidedly set forth in his gospels, by his Apostle St. 
Matthew, and his Evangelist St. Luke, but as to 
his sufferings, though as intelligible and recorded 
facts, they be still clearer to our comprehension, 



FAITH. THE CREED. 33 

and as it should seem, beyond dispute, let us 
reflect a moment on one of the points which is 
here inserted regarding them. Why then is it stated 
that they took place under Pontius Pilate ? The 
answer is, that in this manner is-fixed the certain- 
ty of their record as an historical event in the aflairs 
of the world. Jesus was crucified, and the Creed 
was composed, while the Romans of old were mas- 
ters of the nations. .When they kept accounts of 
actions that had taken place, they preserved notes 
of the time, by putting into the record the names 
of the chief magistrates and rulers who were then 
in office, and so the date of every transaction be- 
came determined and known. This method the 
early Christians, who were Roman subjects, adopt- 
ed for recording the sufferings of their Lord. 

We particularly state that ** He was crucified, 
dead, and buried," and that ** He descended into 
hell." Now of these matters, it might seem suffi- 
cient to say, that they obtain a place here, because 
they naturally serve to precede and bring in the 
assertion of the great article of his resurrection, 
but moreover they make sure the fulfilment of 
every step in his work as he had ordained it for 
himself, and by standing in the Creed, they also 
serve a very considerable further purpose, in learn- 
ing which you may become practically sensible of 

D 
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that which I have already said, namely, that 
Creeds and Confessions of Faith were composed 
and brought into use, to guard against actual 
errors, and should be kept up to prevent the same 
from coming again. It entered into the fancies of 
some vain and mistaken persons, that Jesus did 
not take on himself the real nature of man, but 
only the human appearance, and so that his suf- 
ferings, death, and burial, were only a show that 
passed before the eyes, and misled the minds, of 
his followers. Such monstrous imaginations were 
against the whole doctrine of his work in procuring 
our salvation, and so these articles now before us 
were insisted on, in order to confute those who 
dared to say that Jesus Christ was not come in 
the flesh. This observation appears to me, par- 
ticularly to apply to the declaration that " He de- 
scended into hell," which also may need some 
explanation, and therefore it may not be unprofit- 
able to give it a somewhat attentive notice. One 
of the mistaken fancies just spoken of was, that' 
even if Jesus were a real man, his death was only 
in appearance, without the ordinary separation of 
the soul and body. Now in the opinions and lan- 
guage of the ancients, both Heathens and Jews, 
there was an invisible world, a place to which all 
departed spirits were summoned immediately on 
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their separation from the body, there to await the 
further disposal of their judge. There are passa- 
ges both in the Old and New Testament, I will 
not now say, establishing this supposition, but at 
any rate expressed so that they agree with the 
public belief in it. In the tongue of these writers, 
the name of this place is Hades, which means out 
of sight or invisible, so they used to say of a de- 
ceased person, that he was gone to Hades, just as 
we say, that he is gone to the other world. Now 
the word hell in older English, once did not ne- 
cessarily mean more than ** the hollow place out of 
sight," much the same as the meaning of Hades ; 
— though now its foremost meaning is the place of 
punishment for wicked spirits. Hades never 
gained this latter meaning, and that is the word 
which answers to our word hell in the Creed, so 
that ** He descended into hell '* has the same sense 
as — his spirit left his body and went to the invisi- 
ble world — another mode of expressing that his 
death was as complete in all its circumstances as 
that of any human being whatever. Scripture im- 
plies this when it says that his' soul was not left in 
hell, for surely he entered into that where he was 
not left. Here then is an instance of an article of 
faith, made so, because it is a truth which had 
been denied, and which having thus been with 
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reason inserted in our Creed, is not to be abandoned 
from it, as I apprehend has without sufficient con- 
sideration already by some been done. Were we 
to speak of the resurrection of Christ, it would be 
of its proofs, and effects, not of its meaning, as of 
that there would be no need ; so we pass on to 
notice that we declare how in his exalted state 
" He sitteth at the right hand of God." To sit at 
the right hand of a sovereign, is an expression for 
being invested and endued with the greatest 
honour and dignity that he bestows ; and in such 
a situation with God his Father, Christ was placed 
when he first went up on high, and even at this 
moment does he continue to occupy it, being raised 
far above every potentate, principality, and power, 
and every name that is named, be it on earth or in 
heaven. Thence shall he come to be our judge, 
as his word proves, and as we may plainly under- 
stand, so leaving ihat^ with other fruitful truths, let 
us hear the Christian pronounce " I believe in the 
Holy Ghost," believing in him as God, the eternal 
spirit, the sanctifier, the comforter, and the guide 
unto all truth. 

The confession of faith in the Godhead is here 
brought to a close. The remainder of the Creed as- 
serts belief in "the holy Catholic Church; the 
Communion of Saints ; the Forgiveness of Sins ; 
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the Resurrection of the Body, and the Life ever- 
lasting." A general and comprehensive glance at 
these articles shews that they relate to man as re- 
deemed by Christ, and are in the order of his 
progress from entrance into the church militant, 
to perfection and glory in the church triumph- 
ant. It is ready to suppose that they were in- 
tentionally thus arranged, and that they should 
be looked on as a real second class of matters for 
belief. The reason that these precise articles 
form part of the established and solemnly re- 
peated Creed, while there are many other acknow- 
ledged Christian truths, which are not in like man- 
ner averred in it, is probably because that these 
were points in which the disagreements and errors 
of men were of such s. nature as to impel the 
church to settle disputed questions, and to give 
authority to doctrine. The meaning of ^is may 
be made clearer by the very first point now to be 
considered. We believe in the Catholic ^ that is the 
general, the universal church. Bear in mind, if 
you are already informed, and learn thoroughly, if 
you know it not already, that it is a corruption 
and abuse of the word catholic to apply it exclu- 
sively to any arbitrary profession of faith, or form 
of worship, for all are properly catholic^ who re- 
ceive and obey what Christ has taught and 
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appointed as necessary to salvation, and so remain 
in the Apostles' doctrine and fellowship. "Why 
should belief in this one church of all nations, 
and kindreds, and tongues, be proposed as an 
article of faith ? We may see for it more than 
one plain human reason. First and chiefly, 
every individual Christian of any particular church 
was thus reminded of his ties in connexion and 
communion with the whole body of Christians dis- 
persed throughout the world. Sects also have 
arisen at various times, who in their pride regarded 
themselves as alone favoured with the possession of 
saving truth, and looked on all who came not 
within their borders, as altogether outcast and re- 
probate. 7%ey, like the Jews, claimed to be the 
only heirs of salvation. To such the church pro- 
claimed her society and her blessings, to be open 
to all who were ^thful holders of the clear truths 
of the gospel, and at the same time maintainers of 
apostolic order, in short proclaimed herself catholic. 
Again, amidst the abundance of iniquity and error, 
there might be the fear lest grace should be 
withdrawn, and truth be hidden ; was there not 
then occasion to checW despondence by the com- 
fortable belief, that God has everywhere those 
who worship him in spirit and in truth, that even 
amidst corruption the Lord of Hosts preserves 



FAITH. THE CREED. 39 

himself a remnant, and that Christ has established 
a church, against which the gates of hell shall not 
prevail ? And if at any time there were brethren 
who walked disorderly, and despised authorities, 
they were by acknowledging belief in the church, 
brought back to the due and quiet use of the provi- 
sion ordained for the care of their souls. That 
iniquity has been practised and souls subverted, 
even by abuse of the holy name of the church, may 
well grieve and humble the Christian who looks al 
her beauty and her glory — but when falsehood and 
sin take shapes and names of light and worth, we 
have the word in our hands, by which we may try 
the spirits, whether they be of God. As we be- 
lieve in the church, so we believe in the communion 
of saints. Here is a reference to the Catholic 
church, and it is mainly asserted that true Chris- 
tians who in their full character are Christ's saints 
or holy ones, are everjrwhere entitled to the bene- 
fits and blessings of partaking with one another in 
Christian institutions and society. It has moreover 
been supposed that this declaration was made ne- 
cessary by the same narrow, uncharitable sectarian 
spirit, that denied to all but itself, the right to be 
regarded as members of the church, and that 
therefore disallowed the efficacy of sacraments and 
offices when administered by those who bore any 
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shade of difference from its own system and usages* 
According to this opinion, the article forbids such 
arrogance ; and as it was just now said that there 
may be true Christians, even saints of the Lord, 
in every one of the various particular churches, 
that in doctrine and discipline had not separated 
themselves from the Apostolic and Catholic 
church, so it is in this view to be regarded as here 
asserted, that to such true Christians the means 
and the gifts of aU necessary grace are everywhere 
open and extended. Such suppositions as I have 
mentioned, might well both justify and require the 
adoption and maintenance of the two articles just 
treated of. In this sense they may be understood 
and believed, but to the pious mind they present 
further matters — of belief, comfort, and hope. 
They are true, and just, and good, as they concern 
the church and the saints on earth, but let them 
moreover be spiritually discerned, and then they 
will bring us in spirit to the general assembly and 
church of the first bom, which are written in 
heaven, and to God the Judge of all, and to the 
spirits of just men made perfect, and to Jesus the 
mediator of the new covenant. When we remem- 
ber that our God is the God -of our Fathers ; when 
we are told, ** that many shall come from the east 
and the west, and shall sit down with Abraham, 
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and Isaac, and Jacob, in the kingdom of heaven;" 
when we bless his holy name for those who are 
departed from this life in his faith and fear ; when 
we look onwards to those who shall fill our place 
on earth when it shall know us no more, when 
with hearts yearning towards those whom we are 
now endeavouring to bring up in the nurture and 
admonition of the Lord, we hope for the day when 
we together with them, may be admitted to his 
presence, and say — ** behold me and the children 
whom thou hast given me," then the truth writes 
itself on our souls, that verily there is a holy uni- 
versal church, as members of which **we have 
fellowship one with another, and that truly our 
fellowship is with the Father, and with the Son, 
and with the Holy Ghost. I have now done what 
I proposed to myself, in commenting on such 
words and terms of the Creed, as I thought 
might thus receive light on their force and mean- 
ing. You will remember that on more than this 
I did not now offer to venture. 

At the end of the repetition of the Creed in the 
catechism, the learner is asked — "What dost thou 
chiefly learn in these articles of thy belief? " To 
which he answers. " First, I learn to believe in 
God the Father, who hath made me and all the 
world. Secondly, in God the Son, who hath re- 
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deemed me and all mankind. Thirdly, in God the 
Holy Ghost, who sanctifieth me and all the elect 
people of God." Children themselves may here 
notice that the parts here stated as respectively 
belonging to Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, are 
joined to their names, not because they are declared 
in words in the preceding form of belief, for this is 
not altogether done there, but because they are 
the truths respecting them, which we gather from 
scripture, and which this question serves suitably 
to bring forward. They may also notice that the 
world, that is the universe, the same as heaven and 
earth in the Creed, was at one past act made by 
the Father, that out of the world or universe, all 
mankind were redeemed by one past act of the 
Son, and that out of all mankind, the elect, or 
chosen people of God, are continually in the pro- 
gress of being sanctified, or made holy, by the 
present operation of the Holy Ghost. 

Brethren, of all matters, those of which I have 
now been speaking, bring down and humble the 
spirit, for they pass man's understanding. It is 
awfiil, with the weakness of human reason, to dare 
to discourse on the being and nature of God. In 
approaching such points, well may we cry, — Who 
is sufficient for these things ? Thou art in heaven 
and we are on earth, and / am of unclean lips. 
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Most sincerely am I convinced how feeble and 
poor has been my attempt, to make Better under- 
stood by you, some points in .your profession of 
faith. Still do I hope it may not be altogether 
worthless. At any rate you may have been re- 
flecting on the truths which you avow. You give 
them assent or credit. Well — but is this full faith 
or belief? By no means. The deep and original 
sense of faith is the making real and actual what 
the mind understands, the first import of belief is 
the giving life or vitality to what the imagination 
conceives. Never allow faith to be degraded into 
the mere understanding and admission of a barren 
truth. The belief which you profess should be 
that, according to which, man with the heart be- 
lie veth unto righteousness ; that which by grace 
and God's gift, is made the way to salvation. 
Great indeed is the work of faith, from which, as 
suits our present subject, let us single out, and 
for a moment notice, that it is the life-giving 
principle of obedience, and leads to the keeping 
of God*s holy will and commandments. By faith 
the child is prompted, when, having learned its 
duty to God and its neighbour, it is led, according 
to its own simple language, to do as it is bid; 
by faith the Christian of riper years is shielded 
and supported, when on being tempted he ex- 
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claims, — How shall I do this great wickedness, 
and sin against God? Faith has to fight its 
course through the world, and in this life perpet- 
ually to do battle against the powers of sin and 
hell. But though its march be noiseless, though, 
like as with Him who is its author, its voice be 
not heard in the streets, though its action be so 
gentle as not to break the bruised reed, and its 
step so soft as not to quench the smoking flax, 
yet doth it go forth, conquering and to conquer. 
In the outset it is enlisted under the banner of 
the Saviour, and in the end, ** who is he that over- 
cometh the world, but he that believeth that Jesus 
is the Son of God ?" 
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OBEDIENCE. THE COMMANDMENTS. 

Matthew xix, 17. 
Jf thou wilt enter into life, keep the commandments." 



The foregoing words are from the mouth of the 
Lord Jesus himself, and seem particularly suitahle 
for heading a discourse on the scriptural rules of 
human duty, known as the Decalogue or Ten 
Commandments. They plainly belong and apply 
to those very rules, which therefore acquire the 
utmost conceivable sanction and obligation. As 
these commandments are confessedly opposed to 
all sin, and as the observance of them is thus 
solemnly enjoined on the man who would enter 
into eternal life, a stop in the first place is set at 
once against the daring and deadly presumption 
that Christians have any liberty to sin, because 
they are not under the law, but under grace. 
From the passage of scripture where this text is 
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found, we are in the second place further led to 
reflect on what is wanting beyond man's ordinary- 
adherence to the letter of the moral law, and are 
guided to Him, who, if duly sought, is ready to 
make good our deficiencies. To give you present 
conviction of these assertions, and to display the 
value of this portion of scripture for the present 
purpose of catechetical exposition, let me produce 
to you as much of it as chiefly bears on the ques- 
tion. A young man of wealth, station, and know- 
ledge, anxiously asked of Jesus — ** What shall I 
do, that I may have eternal life V* The atlSwer 
to this point is in the words which are now serv- 
ing our use — **if thou wilt enter into life, keep 
the commandments." The inquirer then asks, 
** Which ?" Jesus said, ** Thou shalt do no mur- 
der. Thou shalt not commit adultery, Tliou shalt 
not steal. Thou shalt not bear false witness. 
Honour thy father and thy mother." The exact 
agreement of words shews that Jesus meant, (just 
as we are taught in the catechism to answer a simi- 
lar question,) ** the same commandments which 
God spake in the twentieth chapter of Exodus." 
Our Saviour concludes the list by adding, "and 
thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself:" a say- 
ing of which St. Paul observes, that it briefly 
comprehends all commandments on the duty of 
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man to* man. The inquirer, believing himself to 
have scrupulously kept these precepts, is yet at a 
loss, and wishes to know what can further be re- 
quired. In the answer it is implied, that he shall 
be satisfied and completely set right, if he will 
follow Jesus. This is the direction, which, when 
duly understood and practised, is to make obedi- 
ence to the commandments such as it ought to 
be. That the young man, who eagerly asked the 
way to life, could not abide the test of his sin- 
seriW* and did in effect love his wealth better than 
his soul, is a lesson, deep indeed, but of another 
kind ; our present conclusion from the matter is, 
that in these commandments at least, the law 
which was given at Sinai, even now binds the 
people of God, that our best performance of it is 
required, but that only in the atonement and 
mediation of Christ, we must look for final ac- 
ceptance. 

These seeds of duty, though they grow and 
branch into all the actions enjoined on man, are 
fitted to be received and bear firuit among the 
simple and ignorant people to whom they were 
first committed. The Christian church, regarding 
them as of the same eternal fitness, sees in them 
the form of that obedience according to which it 
is promised and vowed for the newly made mem- 
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ber of Christ, that he shall keep God's holy will 
and commandments, and walk in the same all the 
days of his life. All human care is therefore taken 
by the church that these precepts should early 
be impressed on the memory, the mind, and the 
heart. That there has been a season when the 
due injunctions for catechetical instruction of the 
young, were greatly and grievously neglected, by 
those to whom it belonged to carry them into 
effect, must be confessed with shame and lamen- 
tation : we trust however that it has pleased .God 
to call the present generation back from following 
altogether in the track of this neglect. Let it not, 
however, I beg of you, be supposed that the object 
of the church is answered by the mere formal and 
almost unmeaning repetition of set replies to set 
questions. On the contrary, the full instructions 
of the church, in regard to catechizing, foresee 
and guard against such danger and abuse ; and if 
the use of our catechism has fallen into disrepute 
with some, who, generally speaking, are in inten- 
tion dutifully and strongly attached to the worship 
and order provided for us, it is as I think, because 
there has been but little opportunity of late afford- 
ed of seeing the plan of catechizing fully carried 
out as at first intended. I have made these re- 
marks in order to draw attention to the catechism 
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itself. I am aware that to many, particularly to 
those beyond middle age, it is little if at all known. 
I speak therefore to you, fathers, and I bid you 
bless God, if his grace has made up to you the 
defects of early instruction, and I speak unto you, 
children, with the prayer that in thus being taught 
in His name, you may learn from the heart to know 
and love him through whom your sins are forgiven. 
Thinking then that I am taking a due course in 
order to inform the less instructed, and knowing 
that if God so please, words though so simple and 
familiar, may have fresh fruit even where there is 
riper knowledge, I shall proceed to introduce and 
explain the Ten Commandments, in little else but 
the very terms of our catechism, with the most 
easy and obvious references to scripture. 

** You said," observes the catechist to the learn- 
er, 'Uhat your god&thers and godmothers did 
promise for you that you should keep • God's 
commandments: Tell me how many there be?" 
** Ten," is the answer. This brings in the ques- 
tion, ** Which be they?" The reply begins with 
declaring them to be " the same which God spake 
in the twentieth chapter of Exodus, saying, I am 
the Lord thy God, who brought thee out of the 
land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage ; " it 
then proceeds as part of the answer to one and 

E 
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the same question, and as part too of the words 
which God spake, to rehearse all the well known 
ten precepts then given as a nile of life to the 
people of Israel. By fixing on these command- 
ments, and stating their limited number, it is not 
intended to be conveyed to the learner's mind, that 
there are no other statutes and ordinances of the 
Lord than these, but that these are the special 
rules, and that this is their number, which were 
solemnly laid down as a first foundation, and on 
which all other duties and habits may justly and 
effectually be built up. As the Apostle's Creed, 
though in form a work of man, essentially contains 
the articles of the Christian faith, so by stronger rea- 
son do these commandments, the very words of God, 
essentially contain all the principles of obedience 
required by God's holy will. They were made 
the law for Israel when it first became a nation, 
and were to spread thence so as to govern all the 
nations upon earth. Before that day indeed God 
had spoken with and had directed their fathers, 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, one by one, but on 
his assembling the posterity of the patriarchs, and 
calling them forth from Egypt, where they had 
been mere slaves and bondmen, and not a people 
of settled name, abode, or possession, he immedi- 
ately made them his own subjects, who were to 
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receive the law from his mouth, and to keep it in 
store till others should crowd into his kingdom ; 
so almost as soon as they were clear from the pur- 
suit of their taskmasters, and avenged on their 
adversaries, he proceeded with impressive signs 
and awfiil solemnities, such as on no other occasion 
were ever displayed to the earth, to establish the 
directions of his will, directions from the first un- 
changeable, and in time to be universal. These 
rules, called ever after, by way of excellence and 
distinction, the Ten Commandments, were written, 
as we are told, by the hand of God on two tables 
of stone. The very first sight of them shews that 
they form themselves into two portions, most 
readily to be separated and distinguished, the first 
four commandments prescribing the conduct of 
man towards the Lord his God, the remaining six 
regarding his actions and feelings towards his 
fellow creatures. Thence we commonly speak of 
them, represent them, and ourselves write them, 
as if the original division into two tables was ac- 
cording to this design. We cannot indeed say 
that they were given out exactly in this form of 
distribution, but it is convenient and allowable 
thus to class them ; so when we speak of the com- 
mandments of the first table, we mean the first 
four, and regard them as shewing the principles of 
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our duty towards God ; and in the same way, by 
the second table we intend all after the fourth, and 
allow them to be the main fixed rules of our duty 
towards man. 

As to the simple letter of the command- 
ments themselves, I mean the plain first sense 
of their words, there is scarcely room for 
difficulty or perplexity to the yoimgest or most 
uneducated mind, but as here I wish to be listened 
to by the veriest children, I will go back, as well 
as I can, to my own first childish recollections, of 
which I bear in my mind, that the only point 
where I felt at a loss, was about the connexion 
and bearing of the word ** thousands " in the 
second commandment, where God declares that he 
will " visit the sins of the fathers upon the chil- 
dren unto the third and fourth generation of 
them that hate him, but shew mercy unto thou- 
sands in them that love him, and keep his com- 
mandments." I remember, I say, that as a mere 
child, I did not at first see that as his wrath was 
threatened but for three or four, so his mercy 
is held forth for thousands of generations^ and 
that this word, namely generations, is the word 
with which the sense is to be filled up. A very 
slight advance in years and information was 
enough to remove this only perceived difficulty. 
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Do not let it be thought trifling, that one who 
would enter into the minds of children, should te]l 
how he himself thought as a child ; if this petty 
trouble ever crossed the young spirit of any among 
you, it must have vanished, if you have elsewhere 
found, and noticed both for understanding and for 
comfort, the knowledge " that the Lord thy God, 
he is God, the faithful God, which keepeth . to a 
thousand generations, covenant and mercy with 
them that love him, and keep his commandments.'* 
If there are other obscurities as to the mere con- 
struction of words in the laws of the two tables, I 
confess myself not aware of them, but it is not to 
be presumed that the full and thorough force of 
every expression is so readily at once to be dis- 
cerned; for such complete understanding some 
care, thought, and comparison are required ; still 
I regard the great leading sense as mainly and 
sufficiently to be perceived at first sight. My de- 
sign in these few lectures is, as I again repeat, 
rather to lead you to notice the broader features of 
a system, than to dwell, more than is unavoidable, 
on every smaller portion. 

When it is asked of the child " What dost thou 
chiefly learn by these commandments?" An answer 
is provided according to the above described divi- 
sion of the tables, " I learn two things : My duty 
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towards God and my duty towards my neighbour." 
This distribution of duties, and the words express- 
ing them, are further derived from the declaration 
of Christ, that on the two commandments of love to 
God, and love to our neighbour hang all the law 
and the prophets. Duty to God is thus set forth in 
the catechism. "My duty towards God is to believe 
in him, to fear him, and to love him with all my 
heart, with all my mind, with all my soul, and 
with all my strength : to worship him, to give him 
thanks, to put my whole trust in him, to call upon 
him, to honour his holy name and his word, and 
to serve him truly all the days of my life." (There 
is scarcely, I trust, need that I should take up 
much time to tell you again, that it is chiefly for 
the sake of the very young and the imperfectly in- 
formed that I continue to repeat in your hear- 
ing what so many have in their memories, though 
of the most advanced in knowledge I ask reflection 
on these their stores of truth.) In the above sum- 
mary of duty to God, we do not indeed very 
plainly discern particular commandments to which 
we can assign its difierent respective heads, but it 
is quite clear, and quite enough, that it breathes 
the general spirit of all the commandments, and 
moreover is expressed as nearly as may be, in the 
very words in which scripture in various places 
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enlarges on these duties, when their principle has 
been comprehensively stated. To feel this, it is 
enough that you should recollect how the opening 
words of this declaration are derived from the say- 
ings of the Lord Jesus, who, when asked, " which 
is the great commandment in the law ? " repHed, 
"Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy 
heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy 
•mind. This is the first and great command- 
ment." 

We may pass on to our duty towards our neigh- 
bour, of which the learner is taught to say that on 
the whole or in general: "My duty towards my 
neighbour is to love him as myself, and to do to 
all men as I would they should do unto me.'* 
These expressions, you know, are from God's 
word, for who among you, that in years and sense 
is able, has not learned from the lips of the Saviour, 
that like unto the first great commandment there 
is the second — " Thou shalt love thy neighbour 
as thyself" — and " all things whatsoever ye would 
that men should do to you, do ye even so to 
them ? " It is very plain indeed for the learner to 
bring under their proper commandments among 
the ten, the several branches of his duty to his 
neighbour ; thus to the fifth commandment which 
connects the two tables and is at the head of all 
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social duties, belongs the avowal of obligation, 
" To love, honour, and succour my father and mo- 
ther : To honour and obey the sovereign ruler of 
the people and all that under the sovereign are put 
in authority : To submit myself to all my gover- 
nors, teachers, spiritual pastors and masters : To 
order myself lowly and reverently to all my bet- 
ters." Instructed by all those commandments 
which tell me what I am not to do, I declare that 
I am bound " To hurt nobody by word or deed :" 
by the sixth- 1 am specially taught, " To bear no 
malice nor hatred in my heart:" by the seventh, 
" To keep my body in temperance, soberness, and 
chastity : '* by the eighth, "To be true and just 
in all my dealings, to keep my hands from pick- 
ing and stealing: " and by the ninth, "(To keep) 
my tongue from evil speaking, lying, and slander- 
ing." The tenth, the finish of the whole, bids 
me, " Not to covet nor desire other men's goods : 
but to learn and labour truly to get mine own 
living, and to do my duty in that state of life unto 
which it shall please God to call me." I should 
not have made this very common-place and simple 
application, had I not known, that children, for 
whose use in a great measure I would just now 
speak, oftentimes require to be guided to the per- 
ception of these very points. 
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The various duties are not here described in the 
exact terms of the commandments themselves, or 
entirely in scriptural phrases, but in plain expres- 
sions of the sense of scripture when speaking on 
these several branches of man's obligations. 

A few of the plain principles for interpreting the 
ten commandments are these. When in their let- 
ter they denounce what is not to be done, then in 
their spirit they require the forbidden sin to be 
avoided, as best it may, by the full practice of the 
contrary deeds of righteousness ; so when they 
positively bid us to perform what is just and holy, 
they imply that the opposite action is evil, and an 
offence against God. Whatever they forbid, though 
spoken of only in the last or greatest degree, is, 
because of the well known fact that evil desire 
gradually ripens into deeds of sin, condemned not 
only in what we may think less acts of offence of 
the same kind, but also in word and in thought, 
and in whatever may produce or cherish an evil 
inclination. Thus too in whatever is right in the 
sight of God, we are directed to promote it by all 
things that may aid its growth. 

When you are thus spoken to with but little of 
particular application, there may be fear that but 
little of present profit is administered to your souls, 
yet though in what may seem a confined and crowd- 
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ed way, I trast it may on the whole be for your 
benefit that we are thus pursuing this subject of 
our catechism. It may be something, if your at- 
tention be awakened, and you be gained to medi- 
tate on what is so ready in your hands for your 
use. Were *it now my purpose to enlarge and 
dwell on any commandments in particular, I 
might be led to insist on the universal and last- 
ing authority and uses of the sabbath, or on the 
positive nature and other peculiarities of the fifth 
commandment, and on the place which duty 
to parents occupies as the fountain and foundation 
of all the obligations of man to man, or on the 
spiritual interpretation of the commandments alto- 
gether arising £rom the prohibition, which says 
** Thou shalt not covet ; " and thus fixes in the 
heart the issues of life and death. But these mat- 
ters are now only suggested to your consideration, 
I would trust that for them and other good firuits, 
the self-same manual of instruction, to the use of 
which I am now attempting to direct you, will supply 
you with fitting aids towards the reception of future 
pastoral lessons. The present branch of our sub- 
ject may fairly lead to some serious reflections, 
which we may now pursue. In order to strengthen 
the feeling that these commandments are of per- 
petual and universal obligation, is it not profitable 
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and also scriptural to notice, that as God first de- 
livered them when he was forming to himself a 
people of those who had been slaves and bondmen 
in Egypt) so Jesus took occasion to confirm and 
establish them for ever, when he was proceeding to 
deliver his followers from the servitude and bond- 
age of sin, and to take them to himself for a pe- 
culiar people, zealous of good works ? You surely 
remember the principles of large and spiritual in- 
terpretation which he gave in several instances, 
when he extended the meaning of what had been 
said to those of old time, and when he Aimished 
examples of his purpose in declaring that '*tiU 
heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall 
in no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled.'' 
He, and his apostle Paul, either plainly mean, or 
actually name, these commandments} when they 
exhort to all the duties required of man ; moreover 
when they make the fulfilling of the law consist in 
love to God and love to our neighbour, they sup- 
ply a great, positive, and living principle, for 
discharging the very same obligations, as had pre- 
viously for the most part been guarded rather by 
denouncements of wrath and prohibitions of trans- 
gression. That these rules are for all people, 
times, and circumstances, is confirmed by their 
directly fitting, in the shortest, clearest, and most 
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complete manner, the constitution and universal 
frame of human nature. They lay hold of the 
main points, in which, according to the ideas and 
language in the minds and mouths of us all, we 
regard ourselves as having sacred rights, in the 
matters of life, property, feelings, and affections. 
In these branches of man's native character, the 
commandments go at once to the root. This force 
and directness recommend them to right reason, 
and when received as God's eternal word, they in 
turn give just and secure views of those principles 
in our nature which had helped to explain them. 
If these observations are not yet plain to you all, 
I hope they will be made clear, on the mention of 
the case, with some reference to which they have 
been made, and to which I will apply them. 
(I now address myself chiefly to those of ftdler 
years and information.) Some of you at least 
must know, that there are those in our land, who, 
in the many afflictions and miseries of human life, 
profess to see, not the trial of our faith, not the 
test of our obedience, not the loving correction of 
a heavenly Father, not the deserved and necessary 
consequences of corruption and sin, but, according 
to their estimation, nothing more than needless 
and avoidable troubles, mistakes, and delusions, by 
which mankind have without cause made them- 
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selves wretched. These persons, renouncing the 
domestic ties, and honest endeavours of each man 
for his own, would bring himian beings together 
in their schemes of society on the even terms of a 
tribe of herding animals, and so style themselves 
socialists,^ What God established from the begin- 
ning, and repeated in his commandments, is by 
these men branded with an evil name, and thrown 
out of their system. According to them there 
should be no property, no marriage. They teach 
that " thou shalt not steal," ** thou shalt not com- 
mit adultery," are but mischievous and absurd 
restraints on due and natural freedom. But before 
they reject the commandments, they are obliged 
to deny their Author. They are, indeed, corrupt 
and abominable in their doings, and m action liken 
themselves to the beasts that perish, but first they 
have in their folly, said in their hearts there is no 
God. As even by their own showing, their system 
could not stand without resorting to this last, 
frightful impiety, it is at once self-condemned and 
accursed. More need not be said to expose and 
confute it. I would not at all have noticed it in 
your ears, did I not regard the occasion of medi- 
tating on God's special commandments, as a most 

* The condemnation here pronounced is simply of those 
who avow and practice the alleged impieties. 
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fitting opportanity for anning your minds against 
a modem shape of sin disowning those very com- 
mandments, and the principles of human nature 
which they so clearly evince, and thus by just 
consequences involving the denial of the Creator 
himself. God has indeed shown that he knows 
what is in man. 

Let it be remembered that I have in these 
last remarks been speaking not so much to 
the young, as to their seniors, but still through 
them for the young, that through the faith and 
steadiness of the fathers, the children ,also may 
be established. The commandments do indeed lift 
up a warning against the errors of those who are 
seen to go astray, but much is yet behind in their 
nearer and immediate work within our own hearts, 
and belonging to the very simplest being who 
knows as much as that there is good and evil. 
We have just seen that they who reject the rules 
of life which our Maker has laid down for us, are 
not only practically without God in the world, but 
are driven on to the denial of his being as well as 
of his revelation. The man who trusts his reason 
alone, and regards not even that as a gift, looks not 
to any power above him. In the same way, even 
if we allow that it is from God that we have know- 
ledge of our duties, yet if for the performance of 
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them we think our own strength and goodness 
sufficient, the self-confidence is still as impious and 
£Ettal, for in that case Christ would have died in 
vain. Who is so hlindly daring as to make hoast 
of his own righteousness ? Let us look even hut 
a little into our consciences, and this not after the 
manner of dissemhlers with God, who would think 
it enough not to he charged with the gross and 
visible burden of being murderers, adulterers, or 
robbers, but let us extend the test to the letter, 
and to the spirit too, of every one of these com- 
mandments, and then see whether of our mere 
selves we must not be found guilty at the judg- 
ment-seat of the searcher of hearts. If the review 
be carried back through our lives, we must, I ap- 
prehend, every one of us discern a fearful array of 
misdeeds, too vast not to be kept in sight, too 
glaring to be indistinct. Happy indeed are they, 
to whom, even through the huge and monstrous 
mass of past offences, the way of return has been 
opened by the hand of the Mediator and the blood 
of the atonement ! But surely in order to be con- 
vinced of our sinfulness, it is not required of neces- 
sity, that we should have an eye merely to what is 
distant in past time, or grossly palpable to human 
notions. Sin is, alas! ever too readily present both 
in our hands and in our hearts. Brethren, here we 
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are met while hours yet remain to fill up the light of 
a sabbath day.* If we may hope that sin is less 
about our paths at one time than another, we may 
trust that for the last few hours we have compa- 
ratively been safe from its snares. But suppose 
that for what has passed in our souls since this 
morning dawned on our eyes, God should call us 
into judgment, and say to each one of us — Thou 
shalt be tried, whether for even this half-day of 
thy life, through a few hours specially mine own, 
thou hast walked by my commandments, which 
thou once didst promise to keep — Let us then be 
brought to the test, and ask ourselves first whe- 
ther when all around is just now marked with 
sacredness, and should have been reminding us 
that the Lord he is God, HE has not been displaced 
from our hearts by some fond earthly fancy ? 
Has there not been some creature of clay, or some 
tempting delight to sense or imagination, which 
we have set up as an idol, to which we have turn- 
ed aside, and worshipped? Even in this our 
solemn assembly, in this our profession of service, 
has not the name of the Lord met our ears un- 
heeded, or idly and irreverently passed our lips? 
Has not the world been too much with us amidst 

* The Lecture was originally intended for a Sunday after- 
noon. 
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the visible separation and rest of the sabbath, and 
is there not iniquity even in our holy things? 
Has there been no undutiful behaviour or feeling 
towards those to whom honour is due, no self- 
sufficient contempt for the just authorities and 
ordinance of man ? Has no angry passion ruffled 
the calm of our souls, has no unkindness or resent- 
ment entered with us into the house of the Lord ? 
Have our hearts been clean from every impure 
desire, every polluting imagination? Has there 
been no dream of advantage to ourselves by over- 
reaching or depressing our neighbour ? Have we 
fancied the advance of our own credit by using 
others' defects as a foil, or throwing their merits 
into the shade? Has there been no discontent 
with our worldly portion, no fretfulness under the 
circumstances of our lot, no envy of the supposed 
greater happiness awarded to others, no desire for 
the good things of this life except as the Lord 
shall appoint them ? I am persuaded, that if you 
have gone along with me in thus questioning your 
hearts, offences in the freshness even of this day's 
commission have risen to your recollections, for I 
know that in many things we all offend daily. 
Thus then have the commandments been broken 
by you. What end therefore are we now going to 
say that they serve? It is that by them the 

F 
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Holy Spirit convinces us of sin, and if of sin, then 
of the need under which we ever stand for a 
• Mediator and Intercessor at the throne of grace. 
It may indeed he that hy mere hiunan reason and 
reflection, we may discover in our souls a large 
catalogue of errors and vices, and gain a curious 
insight into our faults and follies. By such dis- 
cernment we may admit, it may be with a smile, 
or it may be with a sigh, according to our tempers, 
that by nature we are frail, weak, and vain, but 
God's teaching will moreover make us feel pain- 
fully that by the same nature we are corrupt, 
wicked, and helpless. Such true self knowledge 
so far from puffing us up with pride, will sadden 
our spirits, will humble and mortify our vain im- 
aginations. In this self abasement the mourner 
for sins and sinfulness is fitted to hear and obey the 
voice of the Lord Jesus, crying to him with graci- 
ous invitation, ** Follow thou me,*' if thou wilt 
both perfect holiness, and obtain forgiveness. 
" Come unto me," he says, " all ye that labour 
and are heavy laden." May it indeed be a pre- 
sent truth, that under the sense of our burdens, 
we are alreadv with him in the outset of the 
Christian life, in repentance, faith, and the spirit 
of obedience. "Learn of me," is his further di- 
rection ; let us then wait on his lessons, while in 
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the remaining order of his church, he lays down 
line upon line ; and teaches us how to seek him in 
prayer and holy ordinances. If we have found 
out our own failings and infirmities, he^ be sure, 
is touched with the feeling of them, — " let us then 
come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may 
obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of 
need." 
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LECTURE IV. 



THE MEANS OF GRACE. PRAYER. 

LlTKE id, L 
** On« fff hill djAciples said unto Idm, Lord, teach us to pnj/* 

1lU%%p. are wards which require no mere explana- 
tion ; their plain and ftdl meaning is simply that 
the followers of Jesus asked from him instructions 
for prayer, and this meaning is at once quite ap- 
parent. The occasion of the request is related to 
have been that he had himself been praying ; the 
grant of it we have in the prayer which he graci- 
ot|sly taught and enjoined, both then, and, with 
flight differences of a few words, at another time 
also, and which, from him the great and heavenly 
teacher, stands alone and sacred under the name 
of the Lord's Prayer. They who begged direc- 
tions how to pray, may well be supposed to have 
been made by their Master's word, sensible of their 
need of God's grace, by his example they had just 
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been reminded how grace is to be sought. They 
had believed in him, had forsaken all, and follow- 
ed him ; they were now learning of him, in hope 
of attaining to the promise that through his teach- 
ing they should find rest for their souls. He ac- 
cordingly now assures them, that in every want, 
if they will ask, they shall receive ; and at the 
same time he gives them knowledge and power to 
ask aright. Thus the church having built up in 
the feith the young members of Christ, and having 
taught them what they are bound to keep, that 
good, and acceptable, and perfect will of God, puts 
them in the way of finding grace and power to 
fulfil the obligation and tells them that prayer is 
the means by which to faith and knowledge may 
be added obedience. 

The catechism, after the summaries of duty to 
God and our neighbour, proceeds in accordance 
with the baptismal instructions, to this further ad- 
monition and inquiry. ** My good child, know 
this, that thou art not able to do these things of 
thyself, nor to walk in the commandments of God, 
and to serve him, without his special grace ; which 
thou must learn at all times to call for by diligent 
prayer : Let me hear therefore, if thou canst say 
the Lord's Prayer." The child is here reminded, 
that though he must do the duties which he has 
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learned, yet by nature he is unable to perform 
them, nevertheless that strength may be obtained 
for rendeiing him equal to the task. Such aid he 
is taught to seek in the words of prayer appointed 
by Jesus to his first disciples, those whom, in their 
simplicity and their wants, he was pleased to call 
his own little children. These words the church 
has ever used, according to the commandment of 
Jesus, as the sum, spirit, and fulness of all ad- 
dresses to God, as the first prayer to come firom the 
lips, and to be impressed on the soul, as the model 
and guide for all other petitions, as the correction 
and supplement for their errors and defects. 

The exposition of this prayer given in the 
church catechism is as short and clear for its pur- 
pose as could well have been framed, yet it un- 
avoidably is in its quantity apt to burden the 
memories of very young children, and it is apt too 
to be repeated by those of advancing growth with- 
out consideration, or reference to the matters ex- 
pounded. For the sake therefore of those who 
seek to understand their catechism, I will dis- 
charge the easy and simple office of just classing 
for them under their proper heads, the members 
of this exposition, and after having secured this 
most really due and proper object, will venture 
my own further remarks. The Lord Jesus bids 
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US thus address God in the opening words of 
prayer — " Our Father, which art in heaven," and 
when it is asked in the catechism of any one thus 
using the words, " What desirest thou of God in 
this prayer V* he answers, in respect to the act of 
praying and the above call to God, ** I desire my 
Lord God our heavenly Father, who is the giver 
of all goodness, to send his grace unto me, and to 
all people." We then begin with this petition, 
"Hallowed be thy name," that is "that we may 
worship him;" "Thy kingdom come," that is 
" that we may serve him;" " Thy will be done," 
that we may obey him, " in earth, as it is in hea- 
ven," which is, "as we ought to do." We then 
ask, " Give u^ this day our daily bread :" which 
words are thus explained — " And I pray unto God 
that he will send us all things that be needful both 
for our souls and bodies." We proceed: — "And 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive them that 
trespass against us :" and this passage is thus no- 
ticed in the exposition — "and that he will be 
merciful unto us, and forgive us our sinjs :" Fur- 
ther and lastly we pray — " And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil," the meaning 
of which is thus given — " and that it will please 
him to save and defend us in all dangers, ghostly 
and bodily ; and that he will keep us from all sin 
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and wkkedDesSy and from our ghostly enemy, and 
from everlasting death." Ghostly dangers yoa 
should understand mean spiritual dangers, and our 
ghostly enemy is the devil, the enemy of our souls 
or spirits. The prayer as taught in the catechism 
is here ended with the word Amen, which word 
Christ himself has taught us in this place to use. 
In prayer it means that we trust in him to whom 
we pray, and sincerely and faithfhlly wish that all 
we have said may he hrought to pass, since then 
we have heen praying according to the words and 
commandment of Christ, Amen answers to what 
now follows : " And this I trust he will do of his 
mercy and goodness, through our Lord Jesus 
Christ: And therefore I say, Amen:" (that is\ 
« So he it." 

I should shew myself too distrustful of your 
Christian feelings, were I to make long excuses 
for repetitions which may gain the attention and 
henefit the spirit of a child. It is with a view to 
the use of the most simple minded, that I have 
kept the exposition of the Lord*s Prayer, given in 
the catechism, as clear as I well could, from mix- 
ture with any further words or thoughts. It is 
hazardous to overload and distract the almost in- 
fuit understanding. I will now again pass through 
the same matter, with some additional observations 
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which I mean to be plain» which probably are 
akeady familiar to you, but even if so, may not 
be past being useM. In considering the parts of 
the Lord's Prayer, we observe that at the head of 
it is placed an address or invocation to God, that 
then is a first set of petitions, three in number, all 
belonging to the worship and honour of him to 
whom we pray; then a second set of petitions, 
which may be taken as three or as four, according 
as we regard the not being led into temptation, 
and the deliverance from evil, as single or as se- 
parate matter for entreaty. This latter set of pe- 
titions relates to our own human wants, temporal, or 
spiritual. The prayer is affirmed and concluded 
with Amen, the solemn expression of faith and 
hope, before which is ordinarily used the doxolo- 
gy, or assignment of glory to God. 

I wish at this point to call your attention to the 
remarkable agreement of plan, and sameness of 
principle through all the divine commandments 
and instructions. When Christ had spoken to his 
disciples of earthly wants and desires, he said 
" Seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his 
righteousness, and then shall all these things be 
added unto you." He meant of course that they 
should be added according to God's wisdom, in 
just degree for his own service, and his people's 
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salvatioD, but the matters now to be observed are 
his kingdom and his righteousness as the first ob- 
jects of care and pursuit. In the same order in 
which we are there taught to work, we are here 
taught to pray, our thoughts must be first with 
our heavenly Father, and then may be brought 
down to notice our earthly requirements. In the 
same order, love and duty to God form the first 
great commandment, by which is brought in the 
like, but second commandment, of love and duty 
to man. Thus too we are taught by our Creed, 
first to believe in and glorify the Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghost, and then to apply to the purposes for 
which we are made, redeemed, and sanctified. 
Faith, duty, and prayer alike take root downwards 
from the source of all, and the principle of love to 
him^ must be sought in that he first loved us. 

The sentences composing the petitions In the 
Lord's Prayer are to be found scattered among 
prayers, the use of which among the Jews, is 
traceable to times before the appearance of our 
Saviour upon earth. This f^t which at first may 
create surprise, may, on refiection justly inspire 
reverence and admiration for the ways of God, and 
the teaching of Jesus. The word of revelation in 
the Old Testament served as a gradually growing 
lighty to prepare the way for the coming of the 
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Just One, and so had it nere and there been seen 
what men ought to ask of God. In the course of 
Jesus, while he was opening the way to the king- 
dom of heaven, there was nothing violent or 
startling ; to all that was right he added authority ; 
where the law was duly understood he gave his 
approbation, he referred to Moses and the pro- 
phets, for all that Moses and the prophets could 
teach. Thus when asked to give instruction for 
prayer, he prescribed no new and unheard of 
forms, he quietly chose from words which he had 
already allowed to be penned or spoken by man, 
and brought together expressions previously un- 
connected, into a whole so variously perfect, that 
it surpasses all we know of mere human aspira- 
tions, just as much, as if for our learning he had 
caused it to be written in the clouds of the firma- 
ment. 

Let it be allowed us in reverence, and cau- 
tious explanation, to repeat and enlarge on the 
words which Christ himself has taught us, to pa- 
raphrase, or while preserving the meaning, to ex- 
tend the expressions, — " Our Father which art in 
heaven." Oh God, thou art indeed our Father, 
for thou didst make us at first, and now thou hast 
begotten us anew to a lively hope, and granted us 
sonship and heirship through redemption and adop- 
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tion that are by Christ Jesus. In him we look to 
be heard of thee, and in him who gave himself for 
us all we know that all we are brethren. We 
therefore pray not for ourselves alone, but for all 
mankind, for thou hast made, and he hath redeem- 
ed them. Thou art in heaven, far exalted in 
power, and goodness, and all thy glorious attri- 
butes. Therefore we say — " Hallowed be thy 
name." Let it be kept apart, be sacred, and 
worshipped, for it is holy and reverend, greatly 
to be feared, and worthy to be had in honour. 
— " Thy kingdom come." May all creation own 
thee for its Lord, may the nations be gathered 
unto thee, and may the knowledge of thee cover 
the earth ; may the gospel of thy saving health, 
the tidings of the redemption by thy Son, go forth 
to the ends of the world : and for ourselves, mayest 
thou set up thy kingdom within us, and rule in 
our hearts by faith and by love. — " Thy will be 
done on earth, as it is in heaven." Father! may 
thy children serve and please thee, may the hearts 
of the disobedient be turned, may thy Holy Spirit 
direct and constrain our unruly wills, so that earth 
may not only hear, but obey the word of the Lord, 
and men may be as thy angels that do thy plea- 
sure, and hearken unto thy voice. — " Give us this 
day our daily bread." Thus, Oh Lord! have we 
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first sought the glory of thy great name, for what is 
there that we should desire in comparison with 
thee ? We trust moreover that if we seek unto thee, 
thou wilt keep our souls in life. Thou knowest our 
wants, and as thou graciously sufferest us, we ask 
thee to supply them; we ask thee but for the 
need of this day, for it is our duty to ask of thee 
daily. We would receive of thee, in this our pil- 
grimage, as thou once didst send the manna unto 
thy people in the wilderness, when day by day 
for each as it was coming, they gathered meat 
enough. — " And forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive them that trespass against us." ^e are 
indeed trespassers against thee, and by these 
words, trespasses and trespassers, as thy Son hath 
explained, do we bring before thee what he hath 
taught us of the forgiveness of our debts and our 
debtors. Great indeed is the debt which we owe 
thee for our sins ; we have nothing wherewith to 
pay, our pardon must be bought with his abund- 
ance, but how can we plead his merits, unless we 
follow his bidding and example, unless we every 
one of us from the heart forgive our brethren their 
trespasses ? — " And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil," Thou, Lord, temptest 
no man, but as all things serve thee, we speak as 
if thou wert the doer of what thou permittest to 
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be done. We should and mnst nndeigo the trial 
of our £dth and our obedience, oh, abandon us 
not in it, suffer us not to be tempted beyond what 
we are able to bear, but with the temptation make 
for us a way to escape ; let us not be drawn aside 
from thy love and fear, nor make shipwreck of 
our &ith : let us be kept so that thy glory may 
be shown in our salvation ; save us in dangers to 
the body ; save us from the evils that assault and 
hurt the soul; save us from our adversary the 
devil, from his snares of sin that so easily beset 
us ; save us from the corruptions of our nature, 
and the enemy within our own hearts. — " For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, for ever and ever." Yea, Lord, it is most 
fit that in these words, whether or not they were 
taught by the lips of thy blessed Son, should be 
ascribed as of old, in all churches of the saints, 
" unto thee the King eternal, immortal, invisible, 
the only wise God, honour and glory for ever and 
ever. Amen." Thou art the &ithfril and true 
God. All thy promises in Christ are Yea and 
Amen. In that one word we sum up our prayer, 
and trust that for thy Son's sake thou wilt also 
perform it. 

Enough I trust has now been said in direct 
explanation of this prayer to enable both the 
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child to understand and apply the instructions in 
the catechism, and the Christian of fuller years, 
if any so need it, to connect these petitions and 
prayers with the scriptural outline of what he 
must ask of God, and conceive of God. Let us 
now turn our thoughts to the duties which we 
acknowledge while we employ these words of 
prayer, that we may see whether our dispositions 
and lives are in accordance with our professions 
and avowed requests. We well know that we 
must not expect to be heard, if we incline unto 
wickedness in our hearts, and may dread that the 
prayer of unrighteousness will even be turned into 
sin. We call God our Father — do we so with 
the due feelings of children ? If he be a Father, 
where is his honour ? We acknowledge that what 
he is to us who pray, the same he is to all our 
race, we include ail mankind under the same 
parentage. Do we then come before him, and 
ask his favour with other than brotherly affections, 
would we shut out any of his children from his 
fatherly love? We say "hallowed be thy name." 
How do we regard his name, his word, his day, 
and his worship? With our lips we wish the 
coming of his kingdom: do we behave as his 
loyal and dutiful subjects? are our own hearts 
gained to his dominion ? do we strive, as much as 
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in HB lies, to pnt down rebellion, promote obedi- 
ence to bis laws, and win sonls for bis empire ? 
Wben we ask tbat bis will may be done, are we 
anxions to know and to keep tbe way of bis 
commandments ? We beg firom bim " onr daily 
bread'* — ^bnt do we remember that be gives by 
means and instroments, and willetb not that any 
should eat the bread of idleness ? When we plead 
with him to forgive usy as we forgive others, do 
we put in this plea with deceit in our hearts, and 
a lie in our mouths ? Do we fancy that be will 
support us under trial, and rescue us from evil, if 
we take no pains to keep a^ froxs^ the ways of 
wickedness, if we allow unholy imaginations, and 
trifle with the serpent sin ? Is our Amen an act 
of faith, an entire resignation, which says — Father 
make me thine, and wholly in thine own way ; 
or is it but a poor weak wish for something 
of a better state, a mere spiritless longing for the 
glories of the crown, while we shrink in dismay 
from taking up the burden of the cross ? If then 
we would not use the words of the Lord Jesus 
in vain, if we would not make of them a mockery 
and a dishonour, we are bound to bring, in all 
sincerity, to the utterance of them, — in regard to 
God — the spirit of love, zeal, and obedience ; in 
regard to our fellow creatures — the spirit of unre- 
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served charity ; in regard to ourselves — the spirit 
of diligence and of holiness. Thus may we come 
forward as with a title to prefer our petitions, and 
to make the deed good, the sign and seal of faith 
must he set to the whole. The duties which the 
prayer implies, plainly becQme in another view, 
the graces which it cultivates, and under these 
duties and graces, all that we seek to guide us in 
our obedience, all that regards our happiness in 
the life to come, all that we ought to wish for our 
earthly needs, all the intercessions which duty 
and affection can prompt for others, may readily 
and clearly be classed. In praying, we are at 
any rate in general to remember the use of these 
words of our Lord, and in the fuller pouring forth 
of our particular wants, we are to pray after the 
manner of them, taking care that our requests and 
expressions are suitable to the pattern, which he 
has so graciously bestowed. 

On the nature and uses of prayer in general, 
you have without doubt been frequently addressed 
and fully instructed ; all I can say in that view, 
indeed all that on the present more particular 
branch of the subject, I have already been saying, 
is but stirring your minds by way of remembrance, 
as in truth all exhortation is but urging you not 
to neglect a gift that is in you. In this respect, 

o 
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let me say a further word on the whole matter of 
prayer. We readily enough admit the duty of 
prayer, hut how slow and dull of heart we are to 
value and enjoy the privilege of prayer. Duty, 
such is our evil nature, is too apt to he hut a 
reluctant conviction of the understanding, to he 
regarded as something to he practised hecause we 
must, as a line to he followed, hecause if we stray 
from it, we shall miss our mark, and meet with 
punishment and suffering. The idea of duty he- 
comes ordinarily coupled with that of fear, so we 
are inclined not to love it with perfect love. This 
is but debasement and corruption. Our duties 
are entitled to our love, and this they would have, 
did we, as we ought, hut view them as our privi- 
leges. Is it no high honour and distinction, that 
God hath ordained all good works on purpose that 
man should walk in them ? — but if there he a duty 
which beyond others is to us a blessing and a pri- 
vilege, it is without doubt the solemn duty, the 
wonderful privilege of prayer. That our weak, 
ignorant, and erring spirits, confined in perishing 
tenements of clay, should hold intercourse with 
him who is all power, and knowledge, and holi- 
ness, without measure or end, is a bringing toge- 
ther of extremes by which we are mysteriously 
raised above the first aspect of our visible state. 
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That our part in this intercourse is resorting to him 
for aid, in order to be raised from our low, our 
lost estate, to be brought to glory, and to know 
even as we are known ; that our addresses come 
to him for acceptance through his Son, who for 
our sakes took upon himself, not the nature of 
angels, but the nature of man ; these are the pur- 
poses and the honours of prayer, thus are we in 
spirit admitted to the presence, and stationed at 
tKe foot of the throne of God. To him then, even 
to God who heareth prayer, and to him alone, let 
all flesh come ; let us draw near to him in full as- 
surance of faith, with a deep sense of our own 
wants and weakness ; in our first and chief peti- 
tions let us seek his glory, and that all may be 
conformed and submitted to his will. Let such be 
our great desire, not merely because it is our 
great necessity, but because it is our Father's due* 
Next let us beg of his goodness to give us the 
things of this world in such ways and measures as 
we best may live to his service ; and lastly, what- 
ever may be our Airther longings, our fond wishcis 
for ourselves or others, let us with care and reve- 
rence submit them to his goodness and wisdom, 
seeking that whatever tve ask, his glory may be in 
it and uppermost. 

Such are the privileges and such the rules of 
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prayer, and that prayer so ordered shall be heard, 
we have the assurance of his own unfailing pro- 
mise. The voiceless uplifting of the soul to its 
Maker is a prayer that will be noticed by him, 
when his ear is turned away from the self-approv- 
ing vanity of much speaking, still let us not neglect 
to give to him the highest uses of all the faculties 
by which he enables us to approach him, and let 
speech, by which we so wondrously hold converse 
one with another, perform its holiest office in the 
utterance of our addresses to him who gave it. 
There is the prayer of the closet, when each heart 
tells its own special need ; there is the prayer of 
the household, when each &tmily for itself seeks 
and serves the Lord; there is the prayer of the 
church, when we are gathered together to ask in 
his name, and with him in the midst of us. 
Through all these, let the understanding, the 
spirit, and the tongue act together in one reason- 
able service. Remember too, that we are bidden 
^ to pray not merely in present faith, but also in 
continual patience. If we do not gain, at least as 
we should count gain, the instant and complete 
grant of our requests, it does not prove at once 
that we have asked amiss, God gives indeed, 
but makes the gift known at his own good time. 
As faith must be mixed with prayer, he often sees 
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fit to delay his answer, till that £uth has heen 
shown in perseverance. Thus it is enjoined us to 
pray without ceasing. When we pray, singly or 
unitedly, each by himself, or all as one, in the 
feeling that we are children of God, that we are 
members of Christ ; when we are touched by the 
spirit of universal love ; when as children of ouc 
Father which is in heaven, we pray for them 
which despitefully use us, and persecute us, we 
approach the perception and persuasion that God 
has ordained a Holy Catholic Church, a Commu- 
nion of Saints. Our common nature, common 
need, and common destinies are felt as bonds of 
love, when we find ourselves, one and all, implor- 
ing the same being, and in the same words, for 
relief, support, and deliverance. Strong are that 
man's claims and rights to our Christian sympathy 
and union, of whom it can be said to us — " Be- 
hold he prayeth." Yet widely as charity may thus 
spread itself, even till in hope we can see the 
whole human race within its circle, it is first fos- 
tered amidst private, near, and home affections. 
Few in the morning of life are without such a 
school of the heart. If indeed we behold cases of 
desolation, they are probably for chastisement and 
warning, the visitation of the sins of the fathers 
upon the children. For such let us say, though 
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hiber and motfaer fonake diem, ma j the Lord 
take diem i^ Yerj liew indeed in after jcars are 
reall J depriTed of the food for kindly feeling, for 
at anj rate thoe is ne^ihoorhood, with its nom- 
berless diaritses, its calls out of selfishness, eren 
where thoe are no natire ties of kindred, no soog^t 
and plighted honds of holy onion. Ccmtinnal in- 
terest in those aboot ns will lead to continual 
prayer both for them and for onrselres. There 
are circumstances indeed of stong and peculiar 
emotion, let them too hare their sway, we caimot 
but feel their impulse, but let it aid, not disorder 
die steadier operation of more equal springs of 
action. When we behold the youth, in eager 
hope, and reckless gaiety, quitting the roof of his 
parents, the care of tutors and governors, and ven- 
turing on the hazards of an trntried and dangerous 
world ; or the bride with fluttering heart and tear- 
ful eye, tremblingly withdrawing from the altar of 
God, to encounter, what must be the cares and 
trials, what ma^ be the bitter sorrows of a new 
name, and a new home ; or God's labourer that 
is to bCf now in the act of entering into his mas- 
ter's special service, and after the most solemn 
V0W8, receiving the holy office of the ministry, the 
awful charge of the souls of his fellow-men ; or 
the frame that with age is bowed to the earth, the 
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head that iti the snows of years is dressed for the 
grave, the ripe grain that hut waits for the reaper, 
and be it for the bam or for the burning, alike 
must forthwith be gathered ; when such objects are 
before us, they move our feelings, and therefore 
they have our prayers. When such occasions 
come, it is well to use them for raising devout and 
pious sentiments, but if we would keep alive our 
human sympathies, and through them win bless- 
ings to ourselves by seeking blessings for others, 
we need not wait for accidental excitements, for 
there is daily before us, a supply of regular, 
wholesome, and sufficient food to enables us to 
live unto prayer. To point this remark for use, 
and to make it serve our purpose in the outset, I 
would say, if you would cherish the spirit of 
prayer, cultivate (as all may do,) an interest in 
children. 

As I have been speaking to and for children, 
let me for a short time speak something of chil- 
dren. To engage your attention to the value of 
their influence on your souls, I would flrst appeal 
to your experience. Who has not felt, (alas for 
that human being, man or woman, who cannot feel 
it!) the power in the voice or look of a child, to 
touch a spring in our breasts, which helps to 
check the coarse manner, to soothe the ruffled 
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temper, to begnfle the anxiooB care, to cheer the 
droopmg spirits, to banish the unholy thon^it, 
and to kindle heavenward aspirations ? Who that 
has known the changes, the toils, and troubles of 
earthly life, can look without affectionate concern 
on those who must tread its paths through the 
dark mazes of a yet uncertain lot ? These univer- 
sal sentiments are enough to gain the heart for 
their objects, but these, and more than these, have 
been the feelings of those who never knew Christ. 
One heathen has taught us to speak of the majesty 
of childhood, another has told in solemn terms of 
the cautious reverence that is due to the earliest 
years, that neither sight nor sotmd unholy should 
be allowed within the walls where there is a child, 
and that the very sight or image of a babe should 
be enough to check the man who is bent on a 
deed of shame and sin. Thus much may nature 
teach, where there is left in it a spark that mounts 
upwards, but how should the child be regarded, 
when earth and heaven are brought together in 
the Christian's view, and the first moments of 
breath below, are known to be the beginning of 
the ages of eternity. That first feeble cry, which 
calls on woman to forget her anguish, for the joy 
that a man is bom into the world, hath a far 
reaching tone, which ringing through the universe, 
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peals forth the arrival of an heir of immortality, 
and rousing the echoes hoth of heaven and of hell, 
proclaims to angels and to devils, that to one or 
the other, in hliss or in woe, shall he added a 
companion for ever. It is hut a little while that 
passes onwards froQi hirth, hefore the solemn feel- 
ing belonging to the prospect of two-sided foturity, 
is increased by contemplations, more present, and 
in that regard, more awful. We cannot indeed 
say at what moment begins that fearful know- 
ledge which savours of life and of death, the 
knowledge of good and evil, but well may we be 
persuaded, that at that moment also doth natural 
corruption begin to work, and the child's soul 
surely becomes, at once both the battle-field and 
the prize, in and for which commences, and per- 
chance will forthwith be decided, the struggle 
between the powers of the world to come. Com- 
paratively and vaguely, it may be allowed us to 
talk of infantine purity and innocence. Such 
may be said to b*e the qualities of children, when 
measured against us, whose sins in after life have 
been growing faster than our days, but when in 
matters of God's truth I would utter the words of 
soberness, I dare not indulge fancy so as to speak 
of a sinless child. How soon, alas! are to be 
observed the workings of self-will, disobedience. 
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pride, eoTy, hatred, and deceit. The spirit of 
erfl IS busy at his deadly tofl; but, blessed be 
God, Hi$ Spirit of good is in course of taking his 
own due means. One of these means seems to 
be in this wise. In progress of time, we are, 
generally speaking, allowed, npder Crod, to teach 
diildren to pray. Onr thought perhaps may be, 
that we are but furnishing them in good season, 
with that which they will understand and apply 
with growing inteUigence. But if we are working 
in ^tb, let us not suppose but that the Holy 
Spirit is working with us, and supplying our in- 
sufficiency. If we press the mind of a very young 
chfld for an explanation in words of the prayer 
which it has been taught to utter, the answer, if 
one be obtained at all, will probably be but bab- 
ble and nonsense. Let this reprove our want of 
caution and discernment in the inquiry, but let us 
look for other and more suitable signs that the 
mind is opening towards heavenly things. There 
may be thoughts in the child's bteast that are not 
as our thoughts, and therefore cannot be put into 
our words, even if language were possessed by it. 
We have been the means of furnishing terms of 
prayer, Christy let us trust, has supplied the 
Spirit, and taught the child how to pray. This 
is an operation which cannot be told to man, but 
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let those who have opportunity watch the hegin- 
nings of prayer and faith as displayed by children, 
and unless I err greatly, they will discern attain- 
ments which they may be sure that merely their 
own instructions could not have imparted. The 
untold thought has a voice for God that under- 
standeth. Thus it appears to be at the beginning 
with children, and in this £uth we teach them to 
pray. But, oh ! let us both watch over them, and 
pray for them, and this call I make not only on 
parents, but on every Christian who in pious 
affections seeks his own improvement and happi- 
ness. In after years of trial there may come that 
period of dismay and abandonment when they 
cease to pray for themselves. If those who are 
or should be, so dear to us, should notwithstand- 
ing all our efforts, perish, God must be our com- 
forter, but when the sword shall pierce through 
our souls, what must be the pang of the wound, 
if they perish through our own &iult ? But where' 
there has been faithful and persevering prayer, 
there may justly be hope, for the building is not 
without foundation. In times of old, in Christ's 
earlier church, there arose one who proved a burn- 
ing and a shining light, a star that turned many 
to righteousness. A pious mother watched over 
his childhood, prayed for him, and taught him to 
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pray. She marked, as she thought, the opening 
graces of his souL Yet what followed ? A sea* 
son of idle and wayward hoyhood ; of vain, wild* 
and profligate youth. Farther years strengthened 
his yieesy and trndermined his belief Deep were 
the wounds in that mother's heart. A widow, 
and as it might seem, worse than bereft of her 
son, many were her tears, but more and stronger 
were her prayers. The comforts of God visited 
her sonl. Faith pictured to her a blissful vision, 
stretching beyond the grave, and assuring her that 
where she was to be, there should her son be also. 
In this trust she lived and prayed on, deeming 
that she should not depart till she had seen her 
son established in the faith of the Lord, and walk- 
ing in the way of his commandments. Her prayer 
was heard, and before she was taken to her re- 
ward, she saw of the travail of her soul, and was 
satisfied. You may have examples nearer to 
your hearts and homes, but this is one which may 
edify all the churches of the Lord. That Chris- 
tian mother should be prayerful as was Monica, 
who would hope that her child's spirit may be 
brought to rest in the fidth that was in Augustin. 
The way by which, through the catechism, and 
for children's sake, we came to iMa subject of 
prayer, has led me to speak of these, and some- 
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what similar feelings and interests, as motives and 
aids to the cultivation and practice of that means 
of grace ; but not only these, but all other kindly 
and elevated affections that draw us together in 
good will, have a voice that says "let us pray;** 
the object and effect being, that we may walk 
together, following the commandments of God, in 
£uth and in hope ; till ^th shall be lost in sight, 
hope cease in enjoyment, and the anxious lowly 
breathings of prayer be turned into the triumphal 
song of everlasting praise. 
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LECTURE V. 



THE MEANS OF GRACE. THE SACRAMENTS. 

John, xiii, 7. 

" Jesus answered, and said unto him, What I do thou knowest 
not now, but thou shalt know hereafter." 

The chief object at which I am now aiming, is a 
short and comprehensive commentary on the doc- 
trine of the Christian sacraments, as taught by 
questions and answers, in the concluding part of 
our church catechism. Let me first account for 
my choice of the words from scripture, with which 
I am introducing the subject. I have then taken 
them, because I think that they aptly represent 
the state of our knowledge of those holy mysteries 
which Christ instituted and ordained. The nature 
and effects of the sacraments are indeed in a gen- 
eral way revealed to us, but, (unless I fail of the 
truth,) in the world to come, must after all, the 
persons who here partake of their benefits, obtain 
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fuller acquaintance with their application, as in- 
struments and means of grace. The text, taken 
by itself, as a disjointed passage of scripture, just 
serves for the expression of this opinion, and thus 
I now employ it, but I would not have you sup- 
pose that I particularly lean on it for foundation 
or support of my persuasion. That we may not 
pervert the sense, let us look at the context. 
Jesus after the last supper on the same night that 
he was betrayed, was proceeding to the action of 
washing the feet of his Apostles, which Peter, for 
his part, at first resisted, sa3ring, Lord, dost thou 
wash my feet ? The answer of Jesus was in the 
words which I have produced. He soon after ex- 
plained that the office which he had been perform- 
ing for them, was to set an example of humility 
and kindness, that they should act towards one 
another in the same spirit that he had acted to- 
wards them. Perhaps this information completed 
all the knowledge which the words of the text in- 
tended and promised, but as the action which led 
to them was an outward sign of an inward princi- 
ple, however otherwise different from a Christian 
sacrament, and as every word uttered by Jesus on 
that night so much to be remembered, is so full of 
importance and solemnity, as likewise there may 
possibly be here a hint of the teaching of that 



96 THE CHURCH CATECHISM. 

spirit who guides unto all truth, and as at any 
rate the words in themselves shew forth a feeling 
which I personally entertain on the matters to be 
treated of, I take them as suitable to my present 
design. I dare not expect, as a mere consequence 
of what I am about to say, to aid in these particu- 
lars the apprehension of very young and tender 
minds. Such minds may perhaps have the gift of 
a better knowledge of these things than any hu- 
man words can impart, for the Holy Spirit may 
choose to take of these things of God, and show 
even unto babes, but even in what they do not yet 
attain, they can surely understand, and should be- 
lieve that in all things that help forward salvation, 
though they know them~ not now, they shall, if 
they will keep a teachable spirit, be allowed, in 
fitting season, to know them hereafter. I will at 
any rate aim at all the plainness in my power in 
the remarks now to follow. 

There are in the catechism three parts or divi- 
sions of the questions and answers on the sacra- 
ments. The first part relates to sacraments in 
general, the second to that of baptism, the third to 
that of the Lord's supper. In the beginning it is 
asked — " How many sacraments hath Christ or- 
dained in his church?" It is answered — "Two 
only, as generally necessary to salvation, that is to 
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say, baptism, and the supper of the Lord." Ob- 
serve particularly that nothing is yet said of the 
meaning of the word sacrament, that the question 
is not simply how many sacraments are there, but 
moreover how many Christ hath ordained in his 
church ; and that the answer is not absolutely two 
only, but with thq further qualification or proper- 
ty, **as generally necessary to salvation." The 
question and answer may appear to stand more 
clear and distinct if put thus. Qu, How many sa- 
cramen^ts hath Christ ordained in his church as 
generally necessary to salvation ? Ans, Two only, 
that is to say, baptism and the supper of the 
Lord. The occasion for using the word only, and 
in an earnest manner affter the number two, arose 
from the practice of the Roman Church, from 
which our branch of the Catholic Church was re- 
formed, to reckon seven sacraments, five of which, 
that is to say, confirmation, penance, orders, ma- 
trimony, arid extreme unction, are not to be 
counted for sacraments of the gospel — Why so, 
will be seen when we shall have considered the 
next question : ** What meanest thou by this word 
sacrament," and its answer: ** I mean an outward 
visible sign of an inward and spiritual grace given 
unto us, ordained by Christ himself, as a means 
whereby we receive the same, and a pledge to as- 

H 
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sure us thereof.*' Many ideas and words are here 
given as an explanation or definition of a single 
one. I have generally found also, that to learners 
and repeaters of the catechism, this sentence re- 
quires to he made clear as to the construction and 
dependence of its parts. I therefore request all 
to remember or to refer to the passage, and to ob- 
serve that all the expressions in the answer are 
hinged and turned on the word sign, which is the 
direct and leading explanation of the word sacra- 
ment in the question. The term sacrament before 
it served Christian purposes meant a sign for other 
uses, and the outward visible sign though not the 
greater essential of a Christian sacrament, is in first 
view the more prominent'and noticeable essential. 
But a sacramental sign must be a sign of an inward 
spiritual grace accompanying the due use of it ; 
this grace, not the sign, is what is declared to be 
given unto us ; the sign is what is ordained by 
Christ himself, and is ordained as a means where- 
by we receive the same grace, and also as a pledge 
to assure us of that grace. As every sign implies 
something of which it is the sign, and as a sacra- 
ment thus understood is a sign of a grace, so when 
it is asked — " How many parts are there in a sa- 
crament?'* the answer includes, for the complete 
idea, both sign and thing signified, and declares — 
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" Two, the outward visible sign, and the inward 
spiritual grace." 

In the catechism regarding sacraments, we have 
now gone through the first part which treats of 
them in general, and have just put the words into 
train for being better understood in their connexion 
and agreement. It seems to be now seasonable, 
and not unprofitable, to lay before you something 
more of the growth and force of this word sacra- 
ment. It was in the Latin language long before 
the gospel of Jesus Christ was made known to the 
nations, and at first meant anything sacred or set 
apart. The Romans in course of time employed 
it as the name for the solemn ceremony and en- 
gagement, by which a soldier among them was set 
apart and devoted to the service of his country, 
and vowed obedience to his commanders. This 
was the sense in which the word was generally 
used, when it first came to be employed in the 
cause of Christianity. It aptly then became the 
name among Christ's followers to declare and spe- 
cify their master's institutions, for the outward 
part in both these institutions is made to serve holy 
uses, and is joined with the strictest engagements 
in either case to become or continue to be Christ's 
faithful soldiers and servants. Before, however, 
that the word was finally limited to signifying the 
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two great and distinct ordinances of baptism and 
the Lord's supper, it was less carefblly applied, 
CTen among Christians, to anything regarded as 
holy or sacred, and especially to institutions that 
contained anything of emblem or allnsion, of pro- 
mise or engagement ; thus confirmation, penance, 
orders, matrimony, and extreme unction, obtained, 
though perhaps in a lower sense than baptism and 
the Lord's supper, the name and consideration of 
sacraments in the church of Rome. I throw in 
the notice, for those who do not already know it, 
that the term extreme unction, the only one of the 
above that seems now to need particular explana- 
tion, means touching with oil the body of a person 
supposed to be in extremity, that is to be dying, 
and' was founded, if not on a wrong interpretation, 
at least on an unnecessary application of a passage 
in the Epistle of St. James. Now the application 
to these five rites and ceremonies, of the same 
name as to baptism and the Lord's supper or 
Eucharist, led to gross abuses and misconceptions, 
so our church, following the example of the best 
ages, confined at the reformation the name sacra- 
ment to these two institutions, as being not only 
holy, not only approved by God, but as being also 
ordained by Christ, for use throughout his whole 
church, not limited to particular persons or classes, 
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but commanded by him to be administered to all 
his followers, with conditional promises attached 
to appointed signs, and therefore to be regarded as 
generally necessary to salvation, that is, as so ne- 
cessary, unless under circumstances in which he in 
his wisdom and mercy sees fit to dispense with 
their observance. In regard to the five cases 
where our church has abolished the name of sa- 
craments, it is said in our 25th article, that " those 
five," as above mentioned, " are not to be counted 
for sacraments of the gospel, being such as have 
grown, partly of the corrupt following of the 
Apostles, partly are states of life allowed in the 
scriptures : but yet have not the like nature of sa- 
craments with baptism and the Lord's supper, for 
that they have not any visible sign or ceremony 
ordained of God." That baptism and the Lord's 
supper are commanded to all, and so are to be 
regarded as generally necessary to salvation, we 
conclude of the former, from the command — "Go 
teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost;" of the latter, from the injunction to the 
Apostles, and through them to the whole church 
— " Do this in remembrance of me." The general 
sacramental character of these institutions in all 
other points, it does not at this precise moment 



102 THE CHURCH CATECHISM. 

seem necessary further to display, as we shall 
presently in due order arrive at them each in par- 
ticular. 

In regard to the sacraments taken together, it 
is most obvious that they respectively follow and 
replace the institutions of circumcision and the 
passover under the old covenant, in which these 
two last mentioned rites, though only shadows of 
Christ's greater institutions, were properly and 
truly sacraments, for each of them had both its 
appointed outward sign, and its grace or favour 
conferred by God. On the solemn subject of sa- 
cramental graces in general, whatever more I may 
in the course of these remarks say to you, let me 
for this instant declare to you in the words of the 
articles of our church, that faith, which, as I trust, 
I cordially profess, and would aid to teach — " Sa- 
craments ordained of Christ, be not only badges or 
tokens of Christian men's profession, but rather 
they be certain sure witnesses, and effectual signs 
of grace and God's good will towards us, by the 
which he doth work invisibly in us, and doth not 
only quicken, but also strengthen and confirm our 
faith in him." " And in such onlv as worthilv 
receive the same, they have a wholesome eflTect or 
operation." Beware then, let me add, of expect- 
ing a benefit without a right mind in the receiver ; 
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beware of that corruption of the best things which 
makes them the worst, beware of that deadly de- 
lusion of fancying, that mere conditional means 
can either be merits, or work of themselves. If 
the gift of the Spirit, if regeneration or comfort be 
granted on the faithful use of the outward sign, 
this is God*s grace taking the course which he has 
appointed, and will not be given to those who 
come otherwise than as they ought to his sacra- 
ments. 

Having determined the nature, parts, and num- 
ber of the sacraments, we proceed to each sacra- 
ment particularly, and first to that of baptism. 
Qu, " What is the outward visible sign or form in 
baptism ?" Arts. " Water, wherein the person is 
baptized ; in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghost," The word form in the ques- 
tions looks to the use of the words which according 
to Christ's commandment are to be uttered in the 
ministration, so that water of itself does not com- 
plete the sign, but water employed for baptism, 
and along with the words which Christ taught for 
the- purpose. Qu. " What is the inward and 
spiritual grace ?" meaning of course the other part 
which, as already shown, is required to make up 
the sacrament. Ans, " A death unto sin, and a 
new birth unto righteousness, for being by nature 
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born in sin, and the children of wrath, we are 
hereby made the children of grace." These words 
are very positive, and as I think, very clear, re- 
specting the doctrines here taught. The assertion 
that by nature we bring into the world a corrupt 
and sinful condition, such as if we are left in it to 
ourselves, will surely draw on us the wrath of God 
and its consequences, or rather such that on it the 
anger of God already rests, is a truth which I do 
not regard as likely to be denied in word or argu- 
ment by those with whom I am now concerned. 
Much however do I fear, that the same is a truth 
too much veiled from the eyes of our hearts, and 
that our naturally lost estate, our worse than dan- 
ger, are not generally felt so as to alarm us with 
sinfulness and its effects, to make us feel our need 
and turn when the Saviour offers his aid. The 
further doctrine that in those who both on their 
own and on the ministerial part are duly baptized, 
there takes place a death unto sin, and a new birth 
unto righteousness, that they are by this means 
made the children of grace, is indeed here most di- 
rectly maintained, but yet is not so directly and 
generally perceived and admitted. I speak not 
here of indifference and insensibility, but of per- 
sons who are as alive, as man can be found to be, 
to the terrors of their natural condition, who h ave 
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the most heartfelt persuasion of the value and 
power of the Saviour, and look only to God's 
mercy through Christ for deliverance from the 
condemnation under which they by nature lie. 
Many such have not been ready to comprehend 
and Teceive the doctrine of baptismal regeneration, 
a term, short indeed, and seemingly plain, but as 
I suspect, much and mischievously misunderstood. 
For myself, that this doctrine is my full faith, ac- 
cording to the view which I shall endeavour to 
present of it, I am anxious to avow explicitly ; 
Ihat I can readily persuade others to sentiments 
which they have not yet adopted, is what I dare 
not expect, for I well know how powerless in such 
matters arguments generally are against habits of 
feeling ; and even had I reasons wherewith to con- 
vince, it scarcely comes within my plan to state 
much more than conclusions. My sentiments 
then I will declare, and if they are not those of all 
my hearers, I beg to be heard in charity, against 
which I trust neither in word nor thought to of- 
fend. When I speak of my own sentiments, let 
me be understood to mean what I hold to be the 
true Catholic Faith of Christ's Church. If a mi- 
nister of our church should find cause expressly 
to declare his faith, where the doctrinal articles to 
which he has subscribed and must adhere, are ex- 
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plicit, it should be enough for him to refer to those 
articles ; and this besides is his duty and direct 
course. This, however, he should do, not as shel- 
tering himself behind a screen, but as taking his 
stand on a tower. In such boldness, would I 
now, from these articles, repeat the avowal that 
''baptism is not only a sign of profession, and 
mark of difference, whereby Christian men are 
discerned from others that be not christened ; but 
it is also a sign of regeneration, or new birth, 
whereby, as by an instrument, they that receive 
baptism rightly, are grafted into the church ; the 
promises of the forgiveness of sin, and of our adop- 
tion to be the sons of God by the Holy Ghost, 
are visibly signed and sealed ; faith is confirmed, 
and grace increased by virtue of prayer unto God." 
Thus is baptismal regeneration plainly set forth in 
our 27 th article. 

The doctrine of the church may also be clearly 
seen throughout the baptismal service, from which 
it is enough to produce the following thanks- 
giving. "We yield thee hearty thanks, most merci- 
ftil Father, that it hath pleased thee to regenerate 
this infant with thy Holy Spirit, to receive him 
for thine own child by adoption, and to incorpo- 
rate him into thy holy church." Our church here 
speaks the language and doctrine of the oldest 
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and purest times, in which regeneration or new 
birth was spoken of as the attendant on baptism. 
Let it be seen how this agrees with the scriptures. 
They always look on baptism as the admission to 
the believer's privileges, and speak of the washing 
of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Ghost. 
It was thus from the scriptures that the words 
regeneration, and renewing, or renovation, were 
brought into use ; the former was originally and 
long employed, and is still so in our articles and 
services, to denote particularly if not only, the pre- 
cise change in baptism, the admission to covenant 
and federal union, the removal of the outstanding 
sentence on natural corruption, the first dawn of 
grace, the beginning of the new life, the being 
placed in the entrance of the way to salvation ; 
the other word renovation, and sometimes conver^ 
sion, was kept to denote the growth of grace, the 
second part of the new life, the progress of sancti- 
fication through the Holy Spirit. Scripture does 
not confine the term grace or favour to that final 
and crowning mercy by which in the end we are 
perfected; but in modem times, some have ex- 
tended the meaning of the word regeneration, and 
employed it so as to include all and indeed more 
than all that has just been mentioned, as once 
more commonly named renovation. They who 
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have been instrncted in this latter way, may dis- 
approve of the doctrine of baptismal r^eneration, 
because they know that entire nnfiiiling newness 
of life is not secured at baptism; but they should 
remember that such, namely, that it is so secured, 
is not the assertion of the church, which by re- 
generation simply says with positiveness, that to 
the duly baptized is given the grace of being put 
into the way of salvation, and which also says 
that continual grace, that is renewing and sanc- 
tifying by the Holy Ghost, is required that they 
may keep it to the end. I repeat then that the 
doctrine of baptismal r^eneration thus duly un- 
derstood, is plainly a doctrine of our church, and 
I am persuaded that it is also agreeable to scrip- 
ture; moreover I conceive that objection to the 
doctrine altogether has most largely, I do not say 
entirely, arisen from stretching the sense of re- 
generation beyond the intention of the church. 
If the view now presented is not completely satis- 
factory, if the disagreement is not so much about 
r^eneration, as about the nature of grace alto- 
gether, I must leave the argument as not coming 
within my present purpose. If there are any, 
who, holding the doctrine of baptismal r^enera- 
tion in the same way as I believe it to be true, 
are harsh towards the opposers of it, or towards 
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those who are not equally convinced, let them 
consider whether in holiness of life they are equal 
to those whose opinions they condemn, and if 
they are not so, they may indeed have the advan- 
tage, as we conceive, in one point of truth, yet 
their feith on the whole must be corrupted with 
some mischievous error. 

Let us proceed to the question, " What is re- 
quired of persons to be baptized V* and its answer, 
" Repentance, whereby they forsake sin, and faith 
whereby they steadfastly believe the promises of 
God made to them in that sacrament." What- 
ever be the age and circmnstances of persons com- 
ing to be baptized, the dispositions which they 
must bring with them are repentance and faith ; 
the former of which is not complete without a 
full resolution to renounce and abandon every 
principle and shape of evil and wickedness ; and 
the latter must not only believe that the duly 
baptized are set in the way towards salvation, but 
it must be intent on obedience, as the test, or at 
least a needful sign, of continuance in that state 
of grace. The introduction to the catechism led 
me at the first to take some notice of this subject 
of the baptismal vow, so from the present narrow- 
ness of my designed limits, and the abundance of 
matter, I will not now enlarge on it, though well 



110 THE CHURCH CATECHISM. 

I well might do so, but will, as briefly as may be, 
touch on the inquiry — "Why then are infants 
baptized, when by reason of their tender age, they 
cannot perform them ?*' — that is, cannot perform 
the things required, cannot shew repentance and 
faith. The answer is — "Because they promise 
them both (that is, both repentance and faith) by 
their sureties, which promise when they come to 
age, themselves are bound to perform.'' On in- 
&nt baptism and on sponsors or sureties, I also 
glanced in the first of these lectures. These are 
subjects on which volumes have been written. 
All that will now be done is to state in very few 
words, one or two points of my own persuasions 
as to the doctrines of truth and of Christ's church. 
The infant children of professed Christians were 
admitted to baptism in the earliest times, and the 
question whether they should be so admitted ap- 
pears likely to have occurred in or near the apos- 
tolic age, when it could be decided and fixed by 
those who clearly possessed the mind of the Spirit, 
and that is a good reason for resting in the be- 
lief that the practice is agreeable to Christ's insti- 
tution. If Jewish in&nts were fit to be admitted 
by circumcision into the older covenant, still more 
may we trust that the in£uits of Christians are 
not to be shut out from the larger covenant of 



THE MEANS OF GRACE. THE SACEAMENTS. Ill 

mercy. On parents and on all who are put in 
charge of children from their birth, God confers a 
right and a power, and imposes a duty, to devote 
them and train them to all that is for their future 
good. We may conclude therefore that he accepts 
this dedication of them to his service, that he 
grants them to become members of his Son, and 
bestows on them at once a fit share of the influ- 
ence of his Spirit. To refuse baptism to children, 
looks in certain regards like a lowering of faith, 
and a forgetfulness that God seeth not as man 
seeth. The promise made for infants by the 
sureties is binding, because, as was just said, the 
weak and ignorant in all matters of human life, 
are committed by God's providence to the man- 
agement and authority of the abler and wiser. 
The solemn engagement of this suretyship may 
indeed be undertaken vainly and carelessly. If 
so, it is without doubt a grievous scandal, and an 
offence of which account must be given ; still let 
us trust, that it does not hinder the effect of the 
sacrament. This is a case in which I am fain to 
believe that mercy rejoiceth against justice, that 
even if sponsors are vain and faithless, the voice 
and prayer of the church will be heard, as that of 
an. accepted nursing mother ready to take up a 
neglected child, and that Christ, though he will 
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confine otusidTes to Ibiloviiig. with a §ew simple 
explanatioiis, and but fittle enlaivement, die short 
instmctions in the cateddsm. Qa. **WhT was 
the aoament ai the Lovd's supper oidained f — 
^■1. For the eontinnal remembfance of the sacra- 
fice oi the death of Christ, and oi the benefits 
which we receire thereby." The fwrnnand oi the 
SaTiour when he blessed and gare the brjead and 
the cop woe '* This do in remembrance of me." 
And to those who partake this sacrament, St. Pftul 
obserres — '*As often as tc eat this bread and drink 
this cup, ye do shew the Lord's death tiU he 
come." These passages taken together sufficiently 
shew the Lord's sapper to' be a coniimual remem" 
hrance of Christ's death. Baptism is also a 
remembrance of Ms death, for in bapdsm we are 
regarded as djring and being boned with him, as 
dead unto sin, and being bom again nnto righteous- 
ness — ^but baptism is for once and no more, repre- 
senting and administering the one single change of 
a new birth, whereas the Lord's supper is a re- 
peated and continual remembrance, and ought to 
be a conveyance of fresh supplies of grace, just as 
in the natural man the progress of life after birth 
requires continual food for its support. The be- 
nefits spoken of, are those which we receive firom 
Christ's death, to which is to be referred the word 
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thereby at the conclusion of the answer. The 
next question proceeds to the first part of the sa- 
crament and inquires — "What is the outward 
part, or sign of the Lord's supper ?" The reply 
is — " Bread and wine, which the Lord hath com- 
manded to be received." This agrees with the 
account of St. Matthew, who was an eye witness 
of the institution, with that of St. Mark and that 
of St. Luke, who obtained perfect knowledge of all 
things from the beginning, and with that of St. 
Paul, who received immediately from the Lord 
what he delivered to his converts. The catechism 
is particular in mentioning both bread and wine, 
because the Romanists, from whose practice our 
church went back to the^ original commandment of 
Christ, maintain the habit of giving only the bread, 
and denying the wine, to lay persons, who must 
form the great body of communicants, a corruption, 
about the nature and causes of which I do not 
judge it necessary now to engage your attention. 
As to the signification of the bread and wine in this 
holy rite, that is, as to the other part of the sacra- 
ment, it is asked "What is the inward part or 
thing signified ?" and the answer is, " The body 
and blood of Christ, which are verily and indeed 
taken and received by the faithful in the Lord's 
supper." That the bread and wine represent the 
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body and blood of Christ is plain to be apprehend- 
ed — that the body and blood are taken in the 
Lord's supper may require some explanation, in 
which, observe^ first, that the answer has regard to 
the words of Christ, who said of the bread, " this 
is my body," and of the wine, " this is my blood." 
In these expressions Jesus maintained his former 
style and doctrine, as shown on an occasion in 
which though not perhaps speaking particularly of 
this institution, he was at any rate impressing the 
same ideas, for he then said to his hearers at 
large, " Verily, verily, except ye eat the flesh of 
the Son of man, and drink his blood, ye have no 
life in you. Whoso eateth my flesh and drinketh 
my blood hath eternal life, and I will raise him up 
at the last day. For my flesh is meat indeed, and 
my blood is drink indeed. He that eateth my 
flesh, and drinketh my blood, dwelleth in me and 
I in him. As the living Father hath sent me, and 
I live by the Father : so he that eateth me, even 
he shall live by me." Whether or not Jesus was 
here pointing at the Eucharist, there is evidently 
a sameness in his language both here and at the 
last supper, enough to make us conclude from such 
agreement of the subjects and the words that he 
intended that such eflectual partaking of his body 
and blood as he then declared necessary should be 
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conveyed in the ministration and due reception of 
this holy sacrament. But in what sense, and to 
whom, do the hread and wine in the Eucharist be- 
come the body and blood of Christ ? Not by any 
mysterious and awful change of their nature, as is 
taught by that branch of the church from which 
we withdrew : for had they been so changed, they 
would to all partakers have been in every case the 
body and blood of Christ, but they are these to 
the faithful only, and in a spiritual sense ; it is 
only to the sincere believer, the accepted commu- 
nicant, that they are made the means of conveying 
to his soul, whatever blessings Christ purposed 
when he spoke of the necessity and the uses of 
eating his flesh and drinking his blood. In this 
view the catechism asks " What are the benefits 
whereof we are partakers thereby?" (that is by the 
Lord^s supper J those being the last previous words 
that had been used,) and then it supplies the 
answer. '*The strengthening and refreshing of 
our souls by the body and blood of Christ, as our 
bodies are (strengthened and refreshed) by the 
bread and wine." As to these words, whatever 
might be said to impress and enforce them, they 
need no further mere explanation. So likewise, 
after that it is asked — ** What is required of them 
who come to the Lord's supper ?" a clear intelli- 
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gible answer is given in three heads, on all of 
which they are "to examine themselves;" (the 
first being) " whether they repent them truly of 
their former sins, stedfastly purposmg to lead a new 
life;" (the second^ whether they) "have a lively 
faith in God's mercy through Christ, with a thank- 
ful remembrance of his death," and (the thirds whe- 
ther they) " be in charity with all men." 

Here too is much matter for exhortation, had 
we now room or purpose to use it, as the case is, 
let this answer in its plainness and strength suf- 
fice, as well it may, for itself. On the whole 
doctrine of the Lord's supper, I will now declare 
myself, as I did on baptism, in the words of the 
articles of our church. " The supper of the Lord 
is not only a sign of the love that Christians ought 
to have among themselves one to another, but ra- 
ther is a sacrMuent of our redemption by Christ's 
death : insomuch that to such as rightly, worthily, 
and with faith receive the same, the bread which 
we break is a partaking of the body of Christ, and 
likewise the cup of blessing is a partaking of the 
blood of Christ." 

Brethren, on any former occasion of addressing 
you, however miich I ought to have been hum- 
bled with a sense of deficiency and unworthiness, 
there has never been cause for feeling more 
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than now I ought to feel, the deep necessity 
of begging both of God and man pardon for 
distressing imperfections. In the matters of 
the visible church, I have just now been laying 
a trembling, perchance a rash hand, on the Holy 
of Holies, the mysterious vehicles in which are 
contained and conveyed the shrouded influences 
and workings of God's Spirit. In such a touch 
there is hazard of doing mischief to matters so 
high and pure. Then again I may have said at 
once too much and too little for just and full pro- 
fit, may have glanced on many subjects with but 

meagre and feeble explanations, and with little or 

.% 

nothing of successful attempt at that better con- 
viction which should gain the heart. I have felt 
and spoken as of what I do not know now, tliough I 
may hope to know hereafter. Consider I beg of 
you the difiiculties under which I ^r indeed any 
one must treat this subject, and be tender if ex- 
pected justice, humanly speaking, has not been 
done to it and to you. But even the weakest 
word may have power, if it be mixed through 
the favour of Christ, with faith in the hearer. — 
Such too is the case with the sacramental signs 
and graces. Take, I beseech you, no lowering 
view of the seeming simplicity of the means in 
these holy institutions, but remember that through 
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the Spirit who worketh all things are possible to 
him that believeth. If in this persuasion, you are 
disposed to depend on your Saviour and follow his 
bidding, you will not &il either in one ordinance to 
bring children unto Christ, or in the other to come 
to his banquet and to be welcome and rewarded 
guests. He who speaks and you who hear, must 
in time cease from within these walls, but when 
what is done now, shall be known, and have its 
fruit hereafter, may it be to many of you, and to 
me with you, a recollection not unfitted for the 
courts of heaven, that under the guidance of. the 
Spirit, in comforting faith and mutual Christian 
love, we have met together at the table of the Lord. 



ON THE ORDER OF CONFIRMATION. 



LECTURE VI. 



Psalm Ivi, 12. 



" Thy vows are upon me, O God, I will render praises 

unto thee," 

Whex it is said in the scriptures, that a person 
has a vow upon himself, the expression plainly 
has the same meaning as the mora frequent phrase 
that a person is under a vow ; in either case the 
thing signified is that the person has hound him- 
self hy a solemn promise and engagement to the 
performance of some certain act. When more- 
over the words *• thy vows " are, as in the text, 
addressed to God, they must he interpreted of 
promises made hy man to his Maker and ruler, 
and when it is immediately added that praise shall 
he rendered to the same Almighty heing, this 
addition has the same force as would he given by 
saying that the promises are owned, are renewed, 
and shall forthwith he accomplished. Such was 
the confession and intention of the Psalmist in 
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regard both to mercies received, and to consequent 
proofs of thankiiilness designed. Christians at 
large have also, and from the strongest motives, 
in various ways promised unto the Lord our God, 
and may be told according to the words which 
the Psalmist elsewhere employs, to keep what they 
have uttered towards him that ought to be feared. 
On some it rests that they should perform what 
they said with their lips, and spake with their 
mouths when they were in trouble ; others must 
remember and fulfil the love and duty which they 
avowed when the Lord put gladness in their hearts, 
and crowned them with the blessings of goodness. 
Let each then who bears the name of a member 
of Christ, recollect and perform what he owes in 
particular, and moreover let all universally bear 
in mind the promise and the vow on the declara- 
tion of which they were at first admitted to the 
waters of regeneration, and received within the 
Christian covenant. The baptismal vow was re- ' 
quired of them in order to their reception of that 
sacrament which the great head of the church 
pronounced generally necessary to salvation, and 
without having thus bound themselves, they 
would not have been within the offered terms of 
grace, thus alone have they visibly been placed 
in the way of the better life to come. Their vow 
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in this case is not merely a promise in thankful- 
ness for a favour, but is a step demanded towards 
the grant of the favour itself. The attainment of 
the blessings promised is connected with their 
observation of the vow. The engagements made 
in baptism are also such that the matters of them 
would yet be necessary to salvation, even on the 
supposition that salvation is at all attainable with- 
out the establishment and reception of the previ- 
ous covenant. Seeing then that the substance of 
the baptismal promises must at all events be 
performed and maintained, seeing also for what 
abimdant mercies and glorious hopes men have 
taken upon themselves in the beginning these 
vows of God, how great is the cause that all who 
are thus pledged should, as soon as capable, with 
the Spirit and the understanding consider and 
support their act, that they should openly profess 
and faithfully live as they have undertaken, should 
* take heed that they may daily peiform their vows ! 
The above reflections lead us to the now suitable 
notice of appropriate visible acts by which thank- 
fulness and duty under such surpassing blessings 
may be shown, strengthened, and realized; in 
more explicit terms the text and the thoughts 
which have been connected with it, properly in- 
troduce the mention and .discussion of the 
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Christian rite of confirmation. This rite is an ac- 
knowledgment that the vows of Grod are on us, 
and is moreover an act of gratitude and praise. 
What it is in its nature will however be well re- 
traced by ripened mindsy and made clear to the 
young, by looking sufficiently into the office of 
our church for its administration, to which exami- 
nation these remarks will principally be confined, 
and by so doing, our objects may in the main be 
answered, without much attempt to give further 
instruction or advice. Let us then first endeavour 
to trace the ideas which we ought properly to 
attach to this word confirmation. The simplest 
meaning of the term in common language is 
strengthening and assuring. We extend this 
sense to saying that a matter is confirmed when it 
becomes acknowledged and fully testified. Both 
these senses of the word are to be found in the sa- 
cred rite of the church which we are now consider- 
ing : the act or fulfilment of confirmation in its * 
present intention for uses of faith and holiness, is 
in its great and superior meaning, the answer of 
God himself to the prayers of his church, and the 
gift of his Spirit by which he confirmSf establish- 
es, strengthens those who thus duly come to him. 
This is the real and essential confirmation. What- 
ever also by God's blessing is allowed to be of use 



THE ORDER OF CONFIRMATION. 125 

towards this holy attainment has accordingly the 
title of confirmation, and in this way that name as 
mayprohahlyappeartoyou,isprincipallyemployed 
of the office and ceremony which is now the matter 
for our thoughts. The administration of the order 
is considered as the act of God's minister the bishop 
in which he uses appointed means for seeking 
graces on those who are rightly ordered and dis- 
posed for receiving them. In yet another sense 
confirmation is the act of those persons also who 
in this solemn rite are the subjects of prayer and 
laying on of hands, for they themselves avow, tes- 
tify, and so in that way confirm the promises once 
made in their baptism. On the whole the name 
confirmation as was just said, in common language 
seems to apply rather to the rite and ceremony, 
which is considered as an act of the bishop, than 
to the part borne by those who here repeat their 
first profession. This view I will now try to shew 
by the language of the church. The charge to the 
sponsors in the public baptism of infants is "Ye 
are to take care that thii child be brought to the 
bishop to be confirmed by him." In the rubric at 
the end of the office of public baptism of such as 
are of riper years, it is declared " expedient that 
every person, thus baptized, should be confirmed 
by the bishop." The catechism is explained to be 
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"an instruction to be learned by every person, 
before he be brought to be confirmed by the 
bishop." The order of confirmation is otherwise 
entitled that of " laying on of hands," which is 
the part of the bishop alone. The canon of our 
church on this very subject sets forth that "it 
hath been a solemn, ancient, and laudable custom 
in the church of God, continued from the Apostles' 
times, that all bishops should lay their hands upon 
children baptized, and instructed in the catechism 
of Christian religion, praying over them, and bless- 
ing them, which we commonly call confirmation,^* 
These instances all join in shewing that in the or- 
dinary use of the word the rite or ceremony 
chiefiy is intended, and the bishop, not the person 
to be confirmed, is regarded as the agent in the 
performance. A person indeed confirms his vow, 
but in a higher sense seeks that he himself may be 
confirmed for the discharge of it. There is use in 
impressing this view, for it shews that the confir- 
mation mainly intended, is not so much the act of 
baptized persons in reasserting their baptismal 
vow, as the strengthening grace sought through due 
instruments, for abiding in the covenant now un- 
derstood and recognized. It is indeed in the 
course of the order for this purpose said twice of 
the persons to be confirmed, that they themselves 
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ratify and confirm the promises and vows made at 
their baptism, but though this expression is pro- 
perly used, the office appears named not so much 
in this regard, as because of its being the suitable 
means for that heavenly confirmation which gives 
grace and strength for the performance. This 
view of the origin of the name seems also to agree 
with the style and usages of the early church, and 
without being otherwise insisted on is at any rate 
a ready guide to humble and pious reflections. 
However the name may have been derived and 
established, we thus catch the spirit, and follow the 
purpose of the institution. 

The observations which according to our present 
design, seem most useM to be now made on the 
church order of confirmation, are neither n^any 
nor long, but to give them, such as ihey may be, 
clearness and regularity, it is suitable to produce 
almost the entire words of the office itself. The 
rite begins with a preface now by present usage 
uttered by the bishop, but formerly standing apart 
as merely a rubric of instruction and direction. 
*' To the end that confirmation may he administered 
to the more edifying of such as shall receive it, 
(observe here it is spoken of as received firom the 
bishop, not as offered by those who come before 
him,) the church hath thought fit to order, * That 
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none hereafter shall be confirmed^* hut such as can 
say the Creeds the Lord*s Prayer^ and the Ten 
Commandments ; and can also answer to such other 
questions t as in the short Catechism are contained,** 
Confirmation being essentially in itself, as we have 
stated in explaining its very name, a rite for seeking 
spiritual gifts to enable baptized persons to per- 
form their vows, was regarded by many churches 
both in early and later times as quite suitable for 
being administered even to mere infants, but our 
church discerning that though a holy institution, 
it is not in the same way as baptism and the 
Lord's supper, a sacrament ordained by Christ, 
but rather a -matter coming within the authority 
of every particular church to ordain, so that all 
things be done to edifying, determined that con^ 
firmation by the bishop should be accompanied on 
the part of baptized persons, by an act on their 
own part, namely a reasonable understanding and 
a confirmation of their original vow. On this head 
we are not to condemn those whose practice was 
or is different from our own, but may well approve 
the sound judgment in the order provided for our- 
selves. When our order of confirmation was first 
composed, the catechism was not indeed com- 
pleted into that full-formed body of Christian 
instruction which it now presents, but as all the 
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liturgy and offices have been thoroughly revised 
since the completion of the catechism, it is plain 
that the catechism as it now stands, is the level 
of Christian knowledge, to which at the leasts 
candidates for confirmation are bidden to reach. 
Mere information of the head and memory may 
be tolerably well inquired into by human means, 
but the degree of fulness both of knowledge and 
spirit to which these elements are more largely and 
faithfully to be carried, must be entrusted to the 
conscience and the powers of every individual per- 
son, but it is a trust for which every person must 
in the ejid,answer before God. 

The preface is thus continued — " which order is 
very convenient to be observed ; to the endy that 
children, being now come to the years of discretion, 
and having learned what their godfathers and god- 
mothers promised for them in baptism, they may 
themselves, with their own mouth and consent, openly 
before the church, ratify and confirm the same ; and 
also promise, that by the grace of God they will ever- 
more endeavour themselves faithfully to observe such 
things, as they, by their own confession, have as- 
sented unto." The convenience here spoken of 
has already been noticed as wisely secured by our 
church. In regard to the baptized, it is not for a 
moment to be supposed, that if they do not choose 
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to avail themselves of the opportunity of thus pub- 
licly professing their baptismal vow, they are 
free from its obligations. They have here a pre- 
scribed duty, not a right of choice at discretion. 
The vows of God are on them, and are a burden, 
which whether or not they own to it, they must 
bear for themselves. Whether or not they confess 
and assent before the face of men, their debt is 
recorded in the sight of Him to whom it is due. 
Such practical admonitions as those just uttered 
are closely connected with the more immediate 
business of the moment, that is, with a course of 
short explanatory comments on words and things, 
but as the ensuing passages in the order have no 
difficulties or remote allusions, it is enough for 
the present to quote them, and afterwards, as far 
as may be desirable to touch on their matter in 
the course of final exhortation. Then shall the 
Bishop say, ^^Do ye here, in the presence of God, 
and of this congregation, renew the solemn promise 
and vow that was made in your name at your bap- 
tism ; ratifying and confirming the same in your 
own persons, and acknowledging yourselves hound 
to believe and to do, all those things, which your 
godfathers and godmothers then undertook for 
youl And every one shall audibly an- 
swer, / do," 
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The preparatory part of the candidates is now 
finished, and the bishop proceeds to the act of con- 
firmation, first thus joining in prayer with the 
people. The bishop. " Our help is in the name 
of the Lord* Ans. Who hath made heaven and 
earth. Bishop. Blessed be the name of the Lord, 
Ans. Henceforth, world without end. Bishop. 
Lord, hear our prayers, Ans. And let our cry 
come unto thee. Bishop. Almighty and ever* 
lasting God, who hast vouchsafed to regenerate 
these thy servants by water, and the Holy Ghost, 
and hast given unto them forgiveness of all their 
sins: strengthen them, we beseech thee, O Lord, 
with the Holy Ghost, the Comforter, and daily in^ 
crease in them thy manifold gifts of grace ; the 
Spirit of wisdom and understanding ; the Spirit of 
counsel and ghostly strength; the Spirit of know- 
ledge and true holiness; and fill them, O Lord, with 
the Spirit of thy holy fear, now and for ever," 

The regeneration avowed in this prayer refers 
alone to the new birth in baptism, which is thus 
most pointedly and unequivocally asserted. It is 
declared that this grace had then by covenant been 
vouchsafed to the candidates. The necessary ap- 
plication of the assertion is to what they were 
made as baptized infants, and not to their actual 
state on presenting themselves for confirmation, 
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'which may, alas ! he that of falling off and sepa- 
ration from grace once received. It is moreover 
to be rememhered that this prayer is adopted from 
an ancient office for administering the rite, com- 
posed at the time when as you have been told 
confirmation was even to infants administered di- 
rectly after baptism, in which case the propriety 
of the language is more sensibly apparent. In the 
prayer that the Lord will strengthen his servants, 
or as it might have been said confirm them, we 
see that the whole matter tends to that grant of 
spiritual confirmation of. which the ceremony is 
designed in hope as the instrument. The con- 
cluding entreaties for the several peculiar graces of 
the Spirit leads us to notice and explain the men- 
tion here and elsewhere of the seven-fold gifts which 
well-known hymns and the words of holy men as- 
cribe to the operations of the Holy Ghost. They 
are the graces which are reckoned by name, though 
in the common text not with precise agreement in 
number, at the opening of the 11th chap, of Isaiah, 
and described by the prophet as resting on the 
branch from the root of Jesse. After the above 
prayer comes the distinct specific act of confirma- 
tion, according to the clear description of it already 
produced from the 60th of our Ecclesiastical canons, 
for the bishop now lays his hand upon the head of 
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every one severally, saying, ** Defendy O Lord, 
this thy child (or this thy servant) with thy hea- 
venly grace, that he may continue thine for ever, 
and daily increase in thy Holy Spirit more and 
more, until he come unto thy everlasting kingdom.'' 
The imposition of hands, as the particular charac- 
ter and significant action in confirmation shall he 
presently noticed. The special act is now per- 
formed, and the office proceeds to conclusion with 
appropriate devotions, of which all but one collect 
enter elsewhere into our liturgy, and such need no 
further observation now than a call to notice their 
suitableness. The only part of them peculiar to 
this office, is the following collect, in which the 
bishop sums up the prayers of himself and the 
church for those who have just received confirma- 
tion at his hands. 

** Almighty and everlasting God, who makest us 
both to will and to do those things that he good and 
acceptable unto thy divine Majesty ; we make our 
humble supplications unto thee for these thy ser- 
vants, upon whom (after the example of thy holy 
Apostles) we have now laid our hands, to certify 
them (by this sign) of thy favour and gracious 
goodness towards them. Let thy fatherly hand, 
we beseech thee, ever be over them ; let thy Holy 
Spirit ever be with them ; and so lead them in the 
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knowledge and obedience of thy wordt that in the 
end they may obtain everlasting life ; through our 
Lord Jesus Christy who with thee and the Holy 
Ghost liveth and reigneth, ever one God, world 
without end.*^ In the above prayer it is clearly 
intimated that the imposition of hands is a sign 
appropriate to the object of the prayer. Placing 
the hand over an object is an emblem of care and 
protection. The object now sought in the prayers 
that accompany and follow this action is that, 
as the thing signified by the hand of God's 
minister of chief order in the church having thus 
been stretched over the Lord's children and ser- 
vants, is shelter and preservation, so may the hand 
of the Almighty disposer himself be ever the de- 
fence and maintenance of those for whom his 
name is invoked. Something more shall be said 
towards comprehension of the spirit of the office, 
but its leading words and uses, it is hoped^ are 
already fairly explained. 

What remains to be understood will probably 
become plain from a short view of the origin and 
progress of this holy rite. It is practised as de- 
clared in the above office after the example of the 
Apostles. There are in scripture two well-known 
instances. The first in regard to the Christians 
at Samaria, converts of Philip the Deacon, and 
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who by him had been baptized. When the mat- 
ter of their conversion and baptism had been 
reported to the Apostles at Jerusalem, they sent 
Peter and John, who prayed and laid their hands 
on these Samaritan converts, after which they re- 
ceived the Holy Ghost. The other instance is 
that of the then incomplete disciples whom Paul 
found on his first arrival at Ephesus. After they 
had been duly baptized in the name of the Lord 
Jesus, Paul laid his hands on them, and the Holy 
Ghost came on them. In the epistle to the He- 
brews, the doctrine or the discipline of laying on 
of hands is reckoned among the first principles and 
institutions of the Christian system. By that act 
we believe to have been then intended and de- 
noted, what we hope and purpose as well as signify 
by the name and mode of confirmation as now 
settled in the church — namely the aid and pro- 
tection of God's strengthening and guiding Spirit. 
The continuance of the usage is not to be set aside 
by saying that its practice by the Apostles was for 
the conveyance of extraordinary gifts and miracu- 
lous powers. It is true indeed that such gifts and 
powers were in many instances bestowed, but 
even then it was brought to the notice of the 
earliest Christians, that neither did all speak with 
tongues, nor all interpret, nor all work miracles : 



136 THE ORDER OF CONFIRMATION* 

in short that besides the distribution of special, 

* 

visible and unusual endowments, there were ordi- 
nary graces of the same spirit, to be<discemed only 
spiritually, and by their yielding their fruits of 
righteousness and true holiness. In this general, 
and lasting view, and for these really more import- 
ant purposes, the church received and continued 
the rite, committing its administration to those 
chief ministers who in her polity and discipline 
became representatives of the Apostles, not indeed 
expecting through them that open display of com- 
munications from on high which for special pur- 
poses was originally and partially vouchsafed, but 
yet maintaining the principles and resemblance of 
Apostolic teaching and conduct, preserving not 
only sound words, but also ordained actions, and 
looking for the best gifts in the ways of soberness and 
seemliness. The grace of regeneration, the primary 
blessing of admission into the Christian covenant, 
was felt to be the due accompaniment of baptism, 
but it was equally felt that further aid was needful 
for power, sanctification, and perseverance in order 
to fulfil the promises already made. For these 
purposes was sought a further and peculiar sup- 
ply of God*s Holy Spirit.* The above examples 
of the Samaritans and Ephesians and the doctrine o f 

* See the extracts at the end of this Lecture, 
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laying on of hands taught this necessityi and also 
the proper mode of providing for it. The actions 
and teaching even of Jesus himself display an order 
that may aptly he compared with this institution 
of confirmation. He was haptized, and ascended 
from the water ; then he prayed, and after that 
came down the Holy Spirit — on him indeed in a 
bodily shape — and also the voice from heaven, de- 
claring him the beloved Son, and so does he appear 
as it were confirmed for the work on which HE was 
by baptism entering, and then is he fitted for the 
wilderness and for the world, for temptation, la<- 
bour, and endurance. Such in its degree seems 
the appointed order for every follower of the Cap* 
tain of Salvation. 

It has been already noticed to you that anciently 
confirmation was administered without delay after 
baptism, as a distinct rite indeed, yet with the 
feeling that it was at least a most important ad- 
dition, if not even altogether an indispensable 
completion. From this persuasion, and from the 
practice that in the ceremony the bishops then not 
only laid their hands on, but also touched with oil 
the heads of the persons whom they were confirm- 
ing, the rite itself was called the anointing, the 
perfecting unction, as well as the imposition of 
hands. The term confirmation, however appro* 
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priate, did not indeed prevail till after times* 
Unction or anointing, as we well know, was the 
ceremonial introduction to the most solemn and 
important offices, unction also was the preparation 
with which those who in hard struggles and exer- 
cises contended for the mastery, were immediately 
made ready for entering into the anxious and un- 
certain strife. Thus as the gifts of the Spirit fit 
man for working out his salvation, the Spirit him- 
self is called unction from ahove, especially in 
imparting the seven-fold graces already recounted 
from the prophet. These signs and ceremonies 
gave confirmation much of a sacramental form, 
and accordingly it had the name of a sacrament, 
till it heing clearly seen that no other institution 
ought to he classed under one designation with 
Baptism and the Lord's Supper, the name sacra- 
ment has heen properly reserved for Christ's 
own peculiar and most holy ordinances. In 
speaking of the sacraments it was ohserved to you 
that these Christian institutions took the place of 
divine appointments that had heen fixed for the 
chosen people of old. So we find that confirma- 
tion, which though not a sacrament, is a most 
solemn and important regulation, had its counter- 
part among the Jews hefore Christ in a practice 
which we may judge, though it was probably or^ 
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dained by man, yet to have been approved by God. 
The Jews by the shewing of their well-known 
historian Josephus, and of later authorities, placed 
their children under continual and careful instruc- 
tion, which we also learn was kept up till they 
had attained the age of thirteen years. At that 
age they were brought forward and publicly 
questioned before the congregation, which exami- 
nation was followed by a solemn promise from 
them faithfully to observe their law, and then 
the whole assembly joined in prayer that God 
would bless and strengthen these young members 
to perform their engagement and promise. To a 
like object are directed all the forms and prayers 
which our church employs in this pious and devout 
undertaking. The acts and instances of Jesus 
himself, his Apostles, and the early converts to his 
faith, are viewed as shewing that in order to the 
full and perfect, though special work of every in- 
dividual person, every one was expressly in due 
season, and after baptism and prayer, gifted with 
power from on high. Miraculous gifts are indeed 
more noticeable, but in the same way came, we may 
deem, the further answer from above — namely the 
ordinary but indispensable supplies of saving grace, 
of strength for this world's trials, and of prepara-. 
tion for the life to come. Abating therefore from 
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expectation of peculiar and temporary providences, 
the church looks still for all the benefits really es- 
sential to the heirs of salvation, and seeks them 
according to the forms and modes of original prac- 
tice. The church does not teach her members to 
depend on any absolute and unconditional effects 
from the prayers and blessings of even her most 
exalted ministers, but she maintains that in these 
instances and occasions, such ministers are the due 
instruments for aid in rightly seeking the Lord, and 
for deriving his blessings, and she depends on the 
divine assurance that the Lord when rightly sought 
will be found. Whether or not man will seek 
armour and strength for the fight, he must equally 
be plunged into the midst of it, whether or not he 
will anoint himself for the struggle, he must equally 
be grappled with by his foe. He cannot avoid 
the contest, but how to address himself to the 
battle lies within his power. He has duty and 
ability to make his election, but if his choice be 
wrong, defeat and ruin must be his lot. Let them 
who seek confirmation, first remember that they 
are thus applying to their God and Saviour for 
strength and aid without which they cannot reach 
forward to salvation. Such confirmation, as was 
said before, they are mainly to consider. Next 
let them think of their own part, and strive that 
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they appear with the preparation of a clean heart 
and right spirit, remembering that they are about 
professing those engagements, under which, even 
though they should dissemble or forget them, they 
are equally and for ever bound. As to their de- 
pendance on others, let them be aware that man, 
though through neglect or temptation he may 
bring his fellow creatures to wrath and destruction, 
and though on the other hand, he may be the means 
under God of training them for good, yet cannot 
deliver their souls : that every one must bear his 
own iniquity. Lastly let the candidate for confirm- 
ation look to the church and its ordinances. Let 
him here see himself the object of tender and careful 
provisions, ministers training him, the bishop bless- 
ing him, the congregation praying for him, the Holy 
Ghost implored to visit him — so let him feel him- 
self a member of Christ's body, a partaker in the 
communion of saints. Such is the outset of your 
fellowship in the gospel, and may it last from the 
first day even until the end. If thus you set 
forth in the beginning, great and well founded 
will be the confidence, that He who hath begun 
a good work in you, will perform it ftdly, will 
comfort, stablish, and strengthen you. Your bap- 
tismal vow which was your original engagement, 
is now put forward for your present profession. 
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and both is, and is to be, the rule of your entire 
life. You have not in this discourse been pre- 
sented ivith the discussion and reconsideration of 
the terms of this vow, because that it, with the 
other great heads of Christian covenant and duty, 
has already and freshly formed to you part of 
continued catechetical instruction and exhortation. 
The particular office in which you are yet about to 
take part has been the main point in the expla- 
nations just given. Remember again that what 
you are designed on your side to do, is not any re- 
semblance to a sacramental repetition of baptism, 
which sacrament is only once for all, but to confirm 
your former promises, and this not by increasing 
their obligation, for tlmt is already as binding as 
can be, but by refreshing and strengthening your 
own sense of them : to God through Christ you 
must look to be confirmed for their performance. 
Let not the delusion cross your minds that by 
avoiding the confirmatory profession of your 
Christian covenant, you would be less answerable 
for offences against it. Sureties or sponsors can- 
not in the sight of either God or man be bound 
further thkn to the faithful use of means to put 
you in the right way. To persons however hav- 
ing pledged themselves as sureties in behalf of any 
who are looking on towards confirmation, let it be 
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said, that the church admonishes them to regard 
with special attention their plighted duties at this 
very important stage, and bids them, in all practi- 
cable cases, be actual witnesses, by giving their own 
presence at the good profession about to be made 
by those whom they, as it is trusted, have con- 
tributed to bring up in the nurture and admonition 
of the Lord. Thus may be realized to you and 
to them, and to the church at large, a hope like 
that of the Apostle Paul for the Romans, namely 
that you all may be comforted together by your 
mutual faith, and so may God who is faithful, by 
whom ye were called unto the fellowship of his 
Son, also confirm you all unto the end, that ye 
may be blameless in the day of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 



BY WAY OF SUPPORT AND ENFORCEMENT THE READER IS 
SUPPLIED WITH THE FOLLOWING EXTRACTS FROM* 
BISHOP JEREMY TAYLOR. 

" As God at first appointed us a ministry of a new birth ; 
so also hath he given to his church the consequent ministry 
of a new strength. 

"As we are baptized into the death and resurrection of 
Christ ; so in confirmation we may be renewed in the inner 
man, and strengthened in all our holy vows and purposes, by 
the Holy Ghost ministered according to God*s ordinance."* 

* Bp. Heber's edition, vol. xi, p. 231. 
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" It is true, the gift of tongues doth not remain, but all the 
greater gifts of the Holy Spirit remain with the church for 
ever; sanctification and power, fortitude and hope, faith and 
love. Let every man search his heart, and see if he belongs 
to God ; whether the ' love of God be not spread in his heart 
by the Spirit of God :' let him see if he be not patient in 
troubles, comforted in his afflictions, bold to confess the faith 
of Christ crucified, zealous of good works. These are the 
miracles of grace, and the mighty powers of the Spirit, ac- 
cording to that saying of Christ, ' These signs shall follow 
them that believe : in my name shall they cast out devils, they 
shall speak with new tongues, they shall tread on serpents, 
they shall drink poison, and it shall not hurt them ; and they 
shall lay their hands on the sick, and they shall recover.' 
That which we call the miraculous part, is the less power; 
but to cast out the devil of lust, to throw down the pride of 
Lucifer, to tread on the great dragon, and to triumph over 
our spiritual enemies, to cure a diseased soul, to be unharmed 
by the poison of temptation, of evil examples and evil com- 
pany : these are the true signs that shall follow them, that 
truly and rightly believe on the name of the Lord Jesus; 
this is * to live in the Spirit,' and * to walk in the Spirit;' this 
is more than to receive the Spirit to a power of miracles and 
supernatural products in a natural matter : for this is from a 
supernatural principle to receive supernatural aids to a super- 
natural end in the diviner spirit of a man; and this being 
more miraculous than, the other, it ought not to be pretended 
that the discontinuance of extraordinary miracles should cause 
the discontinuance of an ordinary ministration."* 

♦ Vol. xi, p. 256. 
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BRIEF HISTORICAL NOTICES. 



The forms and rules of CATECHISING which 
we possess from the primitive churchy do not relate 
to the Christian instruction of mere children, but 
to that of persons of riper years, catechumens in 
preparation for adult baptism, those for the most 
part who had renounced the errors of heathenism, 
and were in training for ^11 admission into the 
fellowship of Christ's religion. Their course of 
discipline was extensive, earnest, and long. It 
was frequently carried on for two years without 
interruption. Through the season of Lent it was 
pursued with increased attention, because the fol- 
lowing festival of Easter was the special season for 
administering baptism to duly qualified candidates. 
To this ancient usage may be referred the prac- 
tice, yet existing in our own days, of making Lent 
in particular a time for pointed catechetical in- 
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struction. Further reference to primitive objects 
and modes of catechising is not needed for our 
present purpose. As we fully know that in the 
first times infant baptism was practised, we infer 
that the religious education c^ children was also 
after this manner then carried on, and we proceed 
to notice that catechising, which before the time 
of the reformation had long been disused, was at 
that time generally revived in the communities 
which became disunited from the Roman Church. 
The first step in England while reformation was 
merely commencing, was a clause in the injunc- 
tions issued in the year 1536 through Thomas 
Cromwell, Lord Privy Seal, requiring the clergy 
to teach the people the Lord's Prayer, and the 
Apostles' Creed in their own language, instead of 
the previous unmeaning repetition in a tongue 
which they did not understand. The addition at 
the same time of similar instruction in the Ten 
Commandments completed the entire matter of 
what may be called our first catechism. Such 
were the prevailing ignorance and superstition, 
that the diffusion of these rudiments is said ra- 
ther to have been regarded as an attempt at a 
charm or incantation, than to have been compre- 
hended as a guide to pure and simple Christian 
principles. 
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Several catechisms dififerent from one another, 
rather in extent than in design or doctrine, were 
afterwards framed. Early in order and high in im- 
portance was that commonly called King Edward 
6th's catechism, which stands as printed in English 
and Latin in 1553. Nowell's larger Latin Cate- 
chism, which was produced later in the same cen- 
tury, deserves also to he pointed out as of high and 
lasting value. The earlier part of the actual church 
catechism was simplified into nearly its present 
words in the heginning of the reign of Queen 
Elizaheth, and the questions on the sacraments 
were annexed very soon after the accession of 
James 1st, the work of framing them having heen 
committed to Dean, afterwards Bishop, Overall. 
The Exhortation at the end of the Office for the 
Puhlic Baptism of Infants, the Preface to the 
Order of Confirmation, and the Ruhrics attached 
to the Catechism itself, are the authorities, which 
explain the purposes, and state the directions of 
the church, for hoth clergy and people, in regard 
to the application of this manual. The 59th 
canon of 1603 relates to the same suhject. 

Commentaries, enlargements, and expositions of 
the church catechism are so numerous that any at- 
tempt to recount them would he difficult and pro- 
bahiy defective. The author of these lectures 
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thinks it best, without mentioning recent treatises 
however well-suited to their objects, to speak but 
of such among those of earlier date as are, more 
than by name, though in different degrees, within 
the range of his acquaintance. Those which oc- 
cur are the very elaborate Explication of Dr. 
Towerson, in which work indeed the main ques- 
tions of theology, as they come in the way, are 
largely and profoundly discussed; the excellent 
and standard Lectures of Archbishop Seeker, in 
which the same subjects are more popularly hand- 
led ; the numerous and useful Practical Discourses 
of Dr. Hole ; the Explanation of Bishop Beveridge, 
one of the very best manuals for general use ; the 
judicious catechetical Commentary of Archbishop 
Wake, prefaced by an instructive historical and 
pastoral address to the clergy ; and the fervently 
pious, and most profitable Exposition of Bishop 
Ken, entitled the Practice of Divine Love, in which 
this brief summary of saving truth is impressed by 
lively and forcible developments of its language, 
and is applied to its complete and befitting use as 
an entire rule of life. 

CONFIRMATION, as has been shown in the 
lecture on the subject, had its origin in reference 
to the gift of the Holy Ghost to baptized persons 
after the Apostles' prayers and the imposition of 



BRIEF HISTORICAL NOTICES. 149 

their hands. Unction at an early but not quite 
certain time, was added to the ceremony. The 
names for this rite which first prevailed were Con- 
summation, Consignation or Sealing, and Consum- 
mating Unetion. These names seem to imply the 
opinion that the rite was necessary as a completion, 
to ensure the ^rther baptism Mrith the Holy Ghost, 
after reception of the baptism with water. It also, 
while terms were not thoroughly and finally settled 
in their use, obtained the name of a sacrament. 
Hence arose various discussions and inquiries, 
among which were, — whether confirmation be 
properly a sacrament, — whether absolutely neces- 
sary — and whether it can be administered by any 
one but a bishop. It has long been well determin- 
ed that Confirmation, though of apostolical practice, 
is not of primary divine institution in the same 
way as Baptism and the Lord's Supper, and there- 
fore ought not to have with them the peculiar name 
of Sacrament. ' This also decides that it is not 
strictly essential as an afterpart to the validity and 
efficacy of baptism, however important towards the 
attainment of continued grace. The power of fiilly 
and perfectly administering it appears in the an- 
cient church to have been reserved for bishops 
alone. On the whole the judgment of our church 
pronounces it a most solemn and profitable ordi- 



150 APPENDIX. 

nance, from due regard and observance of which 
high blessings may be expected, and which it 
would be most improper and disorderly to neglect. 
Our church, after apostolical practice, uses no other 
outward sign or ceremony in this rite than the im- 
position of the bishop's hands. The Church of 
Rome retains the later practics of chrism or unc- 
tion ; but has dropped the laying on of hands. 
Other noticeable points in the history of confirma- 
tion are sufficiently indicated in the lecture itself. 
The view dwelt on in the lecture that the name 
confirmation has a two-fold respect, partly to the 
baptized person's own acknowledgment and pro« 
fession of his original vow, but most to the grant 
of spiritual strength, a grant here sought by prayer 
and episcopal blessing, is an idea, which however 
ready to present itself, was thought to deserve 
notice and expansion, because confirmation seems 
popularly to be regarded chiefly in reference to the 
ratifying act of those who in it repeat the profes- 
sion of their vows. The peculiar ministrations, 
additional graces, and the part of the church in 
this ordinance, are apt to be but insufficiently 
considered. The larger and completer view is 
very perspicuous in the first of the extracts firom 
Bishop Jeremy Taylor subjoined to the lecture, it 
is also very discernible in the " Necessary Erudition 
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for a Christian Man," published at the beginning 
of the reformation, and assigned principally to 
Archbishop Cranmer. The sentiments of the 
Church of England are also to be generally seen 
in the commentators on the 25th Article, which 
mentions confirmation, while excluding it from the 
rank of a proper sacrament. Familiar and gene- 
rally serviceable manuals of instruction in regard 
to this rite, are those of Archbishops Wake and 
Seeker, subjoined to their respective expositions 
of the church catechism . Bishop Jeremy Taylor is 
as usual, full, learned, and eloquent in his essay on 
this subject. Bingham may be consulted for the 
usages of the ancient church, and Hooker for a 
clear rational defence of our own practice. The 
controversies on the subject are deeply discussed 
and acutely determined by the justly celebrated 
Hammond in his Latin Treatise de Confirmatione, 
the last written of all his works. Recent hortatory 
tracts on this ordinance, which are many, are for 
the most part at once pious and judicious. 
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